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Conclusion of the report on the navy. 


The amount estimated is $3,043,679 75. Last year it 
was $3,014,802 92. In the present estimates, however, 
there is embraced an item of $201,350 for the completion 
and equipment of the ten sloops of war authorized to be 
built by the law of 3d March, 1825, and which will be'pre- 
pared for sea in the course of this year. The sum is not 
properly chargeable to the current expenses of the navy, 
and when it is deducted, the present estimates will be 
found to be $172,455 17 less than the last. 

They embrace the support of the several naval estab- 
lishments on shore, and preservation of the ships in ordi- 
naty—of one ship of the lime, six frigates, twelve sloops, 
and four schooners in commission, and with a small in- 
créage of the number of officers now in service. 


It is presumed that the number of naval establishments 
will not be diminished. Although it is manifestly the 
true policy, so far as economy and efficiency are concern- 
ed, to limit, as far as possible the number of our large 
dock yards, at which every species of labor connected 
with our shipping is to be performed, yet other conside- 
rations have san. Sri operated, and will doubtless con- 
tinue to operate, to keep up the number now in existence. 
They have, therefore, been embraced in the estiff{tes. 
Of the vessels proposed to be kept in commission, none 
can, with propriety, be dispensed with. * 

The small addition to the number of officers arises from 
what is supposed to be the absolute necessity of the ser- 
vice. It is one of absence, privation and exposure. In 
such a service, it mustalways be expected, that about one 
third or one fourth will be unable to attend to active duty. 
Sickness and other causes will always operate to that ex- 
tent, and when this deduction is made, it will be found 
that several of our classés of officers are too small. This 
is especially the case in the medical branch, for with 
every exertion whieh the department could make, it has 
sometimes happened, during the past as in former years, 
that sufficient medical aid could not be afforded to all our 
vessels, while at sea, and to all our establishments on 
shore. 

The form of the estimates is such as the decisions of 
congress require. There are one or two pots in refer- 
ence to them, however, which it is proper again to notice, 
inasmuch as they continue to operate with severity, and 
oveasion not only inconvenience but loss of public mo- 
ney. 

ist. The estimates and appropriations are made for the 
year commencing and ending on the Ist January. The 
appropriation laws are never passed until after that pe- 
riod. The department is, therefore, left, sometimes for 
six weeks or two months, without funds for the use of 
the navy. Were our ships, officers and men within the 
country, this circumstance, although very injurious, 
would be less felt; but as they are absent at great distan- 
ces, it creates serious inconvenience, and sometimes loss 
of both credit and money. They must have funds for 
their support, and must, therefore, procure them, if they 
can, by drawing bills upon the de) utment, and these are 
sometimes protested for want of the means of payment. 
The consequences are too palpable to require comment. 
The remedy is. simple—togmake the appropriation, in 
the first instance, for’a year and a quarter, and let those 
for subsequent years commence on the Ist April. Should 
this plan be approved and adopted by congress, an addi- 
tion of one-fourth must be made to the estimates for the 
quarter ending on the ist April, 1829. All subsequent 
appropriations would be for a year only. 

2d. Specific sams are appropriated for specific objects, 
which is undoubtedly the best and. safest mode, but the 
‘orm in which it is done creates difficulty. 
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The estimates made by the navy commissioners witl: 
all the skill and accuracy which experience and intelli- 
gence ean give, and the amount which will probably be 
wanted, for each object of pay, subsistence, &e. &e. is 
stated. But it is impossible to estimate these things, with 
the precision which can readily be secured where the ex- 
penditure is to be made in our own country, and under 
the more immediate control of the department. Hence 
it is found, that although the appropriation is sufficient 
for the general object, yet there is sometimes a surplus 
under one head, and a deficiency under the other.— 
Aware that this difficulty would occur, congvess, by the 
laws of 3d March, 1809, and ist May, 1820, authorized 
the president to make transfers under a few enumerated 
items. ‘These items have been since changed in the ap- 
propriation laws, and the power of transfer rendered use- 
less. <Ihis inconvenience is increased by the fact that a 
large proportion of the money is drawn for and expended 
by pursers and navy agents abroad, who are eften unuvoid- 
ably ignorant of the terms of the law ander which the ex- 
penditure is to be made, and, therefore, draw and expend 
the money under one item, when they should doit under 
another. As an example, they draw under pay of the 
navy whatever is to be paid to the officers and men; al- 
though a large proportion of it is for their provisions and 
subsistence, and is estimated for under those heads.— 
The head of pay is consequently exhausted, before the 
end ot the year, that of provisions is not. So of other 
iteras—and there isno remedy. The president cannot 
make a transter, foanded on the knowledge that this una- 


; voidable error has been committed, nor can the account- 


ing officer, from the absence ef the agent, correct it in 
season, in the settlement of his accounts. 

It is respectfully submitted, that a remedy may be found 
without hazarding the proper expenditures of public mo- 
ney, by one or two modes— 


Ist. Authorizing the president to make, in writing, 
transfers from and to certain enumerated items, so as to 
effect the objects which congress had im passing the laws of 
5d Mareh, 1809, and ist May, 1820—er 

2d. By requiring the estimates to be made, as they now 
are. for each specific item, so that their propriety can be 
readily tested by congress; but erabracing the amount of 
several of them under one head in the appropriation bills. 

The annual examination by the comanittee of congress 
into the expenditures for the navy, would still be made, 
with equal ease, and afford equal security. 


There is another evil which duty requires should be 
brought to your notice. By a rigid enforcement of the 
law, the disbursing officers within the U. States, are com- 
pelled to make periodical settlements, aud so far as they 
expend the public money, the accounting departments 
can furnish statements showing whether it has been pro~ 
perly expended,and whether the appropriations have beet 
sufficient for the objects. But this is not the case with the 
large number of disbursing officers who are out of the 
United States, and who are often absent two or three 
years, at the distance of thousands of miles. [n their ab< 
sence, their aeceunts cannot be settled, nor can it be 
known, whether they have expended the money property, 
6r the appropriations of the year are exhausted. From 
the same and other causes, many claims upon the de- 
partment by individuals are not and cannot be presented 
within the year. It necessarily results, that when the 
accounts of a particular year are settled, there are some- 
times deficiencies and sometimes a surplus, in those 
items which are appropriated for eertain objects, ‘‘and 
for no other object or purpose whatever,” except what 
arose within that year; as well as in the general items, 
which are not claimed, as to time. Confusion and want 
of avcuracy, and sometimes want of means, for the pay- 
ment of claims, are the consequences, creating both pubs 
lic and private inconveniences. 
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The seeretary of the navy has heretofore proposed to 
the committee of ways and means, and now respectfully 
suggests two plans to obviate the inconvenience. One is, 
an appropriation for mage for the service generally, 
as was done last year for the navy, and has been done 
for many years, in the war department. ‘T'o this end, 
an item of $15,000 has been added in the estimates. 

The other is—to incorporate into the appropriation 
bill a provision, that the balances of the several items, 
which remained at the end of the year, constitute an ag- 
gregate fund, for the payment of such arrearages in the 
naval service as may be due and unsatisfied at that time. 

This provision, it is believed, would be sufficient to 
enable the department to meet the calls, public and pri- 
vate, upon the service, save great vexation to individuals, 
secure more precision and certainty in the settlement of 
accounts, and at the end of the limitation of the two vears 
required by law, the balance would be passed, as it now 
13, to the surplus fund. 

In the expenditure of the appropriations of the present 
year, so far as the department is informed, there has 
been no loss or defaleation. The disbursing officers 
have exhibited punctuality and faithfulness, and as much 
arcuracy, as the circumstances before alluded to would 
permit, 

Under the appropriation made in 1826 for a survey 
*“to ascertain the practical facilities of Baltimore, Savan- 
nah, Brunswick and Beaufort, for naval purposes,” that 
of Baltimore was completed before the last session of 
congress, and the result comimunicated, in answer to a 
resolution of the house of representatives. Since that 
time, surveys of Brunswick and Savannah have been made 
by lieut. Stockton, and his report is in the department. 

he time necessarily occupied in them, rendered it im- 
possible to complete Beautort, during the spring and 
summer, without great hazard to the officers and men, 
the health of several of them having suffered before that 
of Savannah was ended. It is now in progress, under the 
superintendence of the same officer, and will be finished, 
without delay, when the whole will be ready to be com- 
municated to congress. These surveys have been made 
by competent officers, and will furnish sufficient infor- 
mation, to decide, how far those places afford ‘ ‘practical 
facilities for naval parposes.”’ They are, however, un- 
avoidably incomplete. ‘The time within which it was 
supposed desirable to make them, and the means granted 
by the appropriatien, did not permit them to be so made 
as to furnish perfect surveys and charts of these harbors, 
Nor ean such surveys be made without the aid of the 
means contemplated by the act of 10th Feb. 1807, to pro- 
vide for surveying the ceast of the United States, 

The report of the United States commissioners, under 
the law for the gradual increase of the navy, is annexed, 

Under the second section of the ‘‘act for the gradual 
improvement of the navy,” passed at the last session, 


contracts, have been made for the frames of five ships of 


the line, five frigates and five sloops of war. 

Under the authority vested in the executive, reserva- 
tions ot land have been made in Louisiana and Alabama, 
and of a tract adjoining the navy yard at Pensacola. Or- 
ders have been given to the commandant of the yard to 
plant live oak on the latter. An examination of the 
coasts of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, as far 
south as Musquito inlet, has been made with a view to 
the purchase and reservation of land having timber upon 
it. Much less was found than had previously been 
hoped for. Orders have also been given, and are in a 
course of execution, for the examination of the west coast 
of Florida. It is manifest from the information already 
obtained, that we shall be obliged to plant extensive tracts 
of land with the live oaks, so that we shall not after a few 
years, be deprived of this most valuable timber for the 
uses of the navy, ee 

The 4th section of the act referred to authorized the 
president ‘‘to cause to be constructed two dry docks for 
the use of the navy, the one to the south, and the other to 
the north of the Potomac.” The two sites selected 
are, at the navy yard at Gosport, in Virginia, and 
Charlestown, in Massachusetts. Loammi Baldwin esq. 
was appointe the engineer to superintend the construc- 
tion ofthe docks. Contracts fora large portion of the la- 
bor and materials for both have been made, and the 
work at Charlestown commenced. ‘That at Gosport 





will be commenced in a short time. Attention has been 
paid to the direction of the law respeeting the marine 
railway at Pensacola, but the situation of the navy yerd 
and improvements, with other causes, have prevented a 
decision upon the subject. 

In the early part of last summer a board of officers 
composed of commodores Bainbridge, Chauncey and 
Morris, was directed ‘‘to examine thoroughly all the 
navy yards, and prepare plans for their improvement, and 
the preservation of the public property therein,” which 
might be snbmitted to the president for his sanetion, 
The officers have devoted to this object as large # portion 
of their time as could he spared from their other urgent 
duties, and have made some progress. The whole will 
be completed in the course of the winter, or early im the 
spring; and from what has already-been done, entire con- 
fidence is felt that such plans will be prepared and sanc- 
tioned as will greatly promote the public interest, ren 
der our navy and dock yards such 2s the interest of the 
nation demands, and prevent an unnecessary and waste- 
ful expenditure of the public money. No law whieh 
has been passed since that for the gradual increase ot 
the navy, has had a more salutary influence upon Rs In- 
terests than the one of which this provision forms a pas. 

A report ‘‘of the expenditures under this act, and 
the re taken to carry the same into effect,” is snb- 
joined, ) 

The discipline, economy and efficiency of the servicer, 
are objects of unceasing attention, and it is believed that 
they are as worthy of commendation as at any former 
cess But in this, as in preceding years, experience 

s proved, that many of the evils which have been so of- 
ten noticed, still exist. Some of which were within the 
competency of the executive have been removed, others 
must await legislative decision. [It would be improper 
again to present, in detail, the views which have befor: 
been taken on the questions of rank and pay in the navy; 
of a want of regular organization; of a code of erimtus! 
law or regulations; and of a naval school. But the de- 
partment would not discharge its obligations to the arv- 
vice, if it failed to express a conviction, that discipline, 
economy and efficiency would be promoted by judicious 
legal provisions on these subjects. 


In no service, either of the army or navy, in any age or 
nation, has a force such as we now send to sea in squad- 
rons, been commanded by captains; and perfect subordi- 
nation and discipline, without which there can be neither 
efficiency or economy, cannot prevail, unless so large a 
force has commanders of proper grade. Rank is as in- 
dispensable in the navy as in the army; and equal juste 
to the officers calls for the establishment of a higher 
grade. Several of those apon our list of captains have 
been such for more than a quarter of a century; have 
commanded forces superior to those always commant- 
ed by generals on land; have borne themselves as gallant- 
ly, and done the state as much service as their military 
rivals on shore; gst they are still captains, and with the 
compensation of captains, while their patriotic competi- 
tors, with a service less protracted, and not more ene!- 
getic or deserving, are rewarded, by a just and. wise go- 
vernment, with higher rank and fuller eompensation, 


Promotions are made from the rank of midshipme 
The proper education of this elass of officers is, thert- 
fore, the best mode which we ean secure talent, inform 
tion and merit in the higher grades. The greater pait 
of them enter the service between the ages of fourteen 
and sixteen, when it is impossible that they sheald be 
well informed scholars. —Their situation in the service 
renders it equally impossible that they should there 
make much literary or scientific acquisition beyond the 
practical duties of the seamen. Their pay ig meompe- 
tent to procure the means of instruction, and their em- 
ployments are too steady and active to afford the time. 
The science and informatién requisite for a navy office’, 
is in norespect inferior to that required by army offieers 
and engineers, and the interest as well as the honor “ 
the country, are not less eoncerned im the correes pcr 
formance of their duties. The reason therefore for th¢ 
preference of the army over the navy, in this respect, 
is not perceived. All that the department can do ha’ 
been done to overcome the want of a naval schoo! 
which shall unite a practical with a svientifre eduestto” 





St 


TT CV eaea re oe ew 


cr, 
hat 
ner 
nce 
the 
eT s 
lore 
vy 
fuss 
de- 
7 ee 
line, 
TOUS 


re oT 
nad- 
ondie 
ither 
we 8 
as in- 
stick 


oa 
ave 
have 
nant 
Hant- 
itary 
h the 
Apeti- 
ene!- 
se go- 
2D. 
pIMeT» 
thert- 
orm 
2 part 
urtee!! 
ald be 
service 
there 
nd thie 
oOmpe- 
ir em 
>» time. 
office’; 
offieers, 
pnor m 
et per- 
for the 
respect, 
do has 
school, 


mention 


NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 22, 1827—REPORT ON THE NAVY. 259 








but the evils still felt urge the department again, res- 
sectfully but earnestly, to present it to your considera- 


At the last session of congress memorials were pre- 


sented by many citizens of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Maine, Virginia and Ohio, proposing ‘‘an exploring ex- 


ition to the north and south hemispheres,” under the 
patronage of government. The memorial and papers 
were Selesved. by order of the house of representatives to 
this department, but no appropriation was made. ' It is 
resumed that the reference was intended to convey the 
disposition of the house in favor of the expedition, and 
was to be regarded as expressing a wish that the counte- 
nance and support of the department should be given to 
it. As no appropriation was made, there was no money 
which could, with propriety, be used to carry into execn- 
tion the object of the reference. The only aid which 
could under these circumstances be afforded, was, to 
grant to those officers of the navy who choose to join an 
expedition which should be fitted out by private enter- 
rise, a leave of absence for that object, and to order to 
fe such seamen as vere willing and competent to navi- 
tethe vessels. This aid would, under the sanction of 
ereference, have been afforded, if the expedition had 
deen prepared. Since the adjournment of congress a 
large number of respectable citizens of several of the 
states have signed memorials of the same tenor as those 
referred by order of the house. 

The condition of the marine corps urgently demands 
that it should be again presented for consideration. It 
was ‘‘establistited and organized” in 1798, and consisted 
of 720 men, besides officers.—-The design of congress in 
creating it was to furnish a yooner guard for the navy 
yards and for ships at sea. ‘Phis design points out the 
extent and organization which it ought to possess. It 
should be numerous enough to afford a sufficient guard 
for each yard and each ship in commission. It ought 
also to be so far incorporated withthe navy, and subject 
to navy regulations, as to render the government of the 
two consistent and uniform; im both of these respects it 
needs amendment. | 

The statement annexed shows the proper number fora 

ard at each vard, and for each vessel in commission, and 
amet that statement it appears that effective mem are 
necessary. The corps now consist of 750 men, besides 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers; being thirty 
more than when it was first established, although the ser- 
vice to be performed by it is much more extensive. It is 
apparent that this number of men cannot furnish the re- 
quired guards, and our vessels are therefore often with- 
out the requsite number, and a very insufficient protec- 
tion is afforded to the public property. Watchmen have, 
during the past year fete hired at several of the yards, 
to aid the marines, which unavoidably ereates confusion 
and insecurity. It would be better to have the guard 
composed altogether of one description of persons, ei- 
ther marines or watchmen. The nature of the duties 
performed by this corps, both on land and on water, is 
such that great danger results from their being insuffi- 
ciently discharged. The public interest would there- 
fore be promoted by augmenting its numbers, or by with- 
drawing it altogether, either from the navy yards or 
from the ships, and trustingto other means for protection, 
which would be regarded as a hazardous experiment. 

There is still greater defect in the organization, than in 
the numbers of the corps. By the law of 1798, it is go- 
verned ‘‘by the same rules and articles of war as are pre- 
scribed forthe military establishment of the United 
States, and by the rules for the regulations of the navy 
according to the nature of the services in which they 





shall be employed.” By the construction uniformly’ 


given to this law, the corps is subject to the naval re- 
gulations when at sea, and to the army regulations 
when on land. ‘The same officers and men are at one 
moment under one system of rules and discipline—at the 
next, under another. Their compensation is governed by 
one law at sea, by another on land. ‘The nature of their 
connection with the navy is unsettled, and subject to con- 
stant disputations. And when the laws are to be enfore- 
ed in the punishment of an officer, neither the war nor 
the navy department, can in many cases, act without the 
interference of the other. It is not necessary to detail 
the consequences which follow. It is, perhaps, matter of 


ST 


surprise that confusion, disorder and violation of duty 
-have not existed to an extent which might jeopardize 
the existence of the corps. 

I would respectfully suggest, as the proper remedy— 
ist. That the corps be increased to the number of ——— 
privates, and that the number and grade of the officers 
correspond with those which have been established in 
the army, and approved by experience for that number 
of men, 

2d. ‘That it be placed entirely under the laws and re« 
gulations for the government of the navy. _ 

3d. That accommodations be afforded to them out of, 
but adjoining the navy yards, so that details oan be sent, 
under proper arrangements, by the officers commanding 
them, into the yards and while there be entirely subject 
to the control and orders of the commandant. 

4th. That a sufficient number, for the sole purpose of 
guarding the property at Portsmouth, Philadelphia, 

Vashington and Pensacola, be assigned to those places, 
and the remainder be divided between the stations at 
Boston, New York, and Norfolk, where they can be pros 
perly drilled and prepared for sea service, and from 
which our vessels in commission obtain the necessary 
guards when fitting for sea. 

5th. That the commandant and staff of the corps res 
main at this place, as the most convenient for communi- 
cation, both with the department and the corps; and for 
the prompt settlement of their accounts. 

It these suggestions should be adopted, it is believed 
that the marine corps would be much more efficient and 
less expensive to the public. The two first of these pro- 
positions would require legal enactments; the others 
might be effected by regulation. 

The naval hospital fund has an intimate connexion 
with the interests and feeling of the officers and seamen 
who are under the control of this department, and there- 
fore deserves notice in this report. 


Humanity, justice and policy require, that the diseas- 
ed and wounded seamen, when brought into port, should 
have a home and the means of enre provided; and thet 
the disabled and aged seaman, who has worthily served 
the country until his strength is exhausted, should have 
an asylum where a comfortable subsistence may be found 
for his last days. 

This truth has been felt in all civilized and commers 
cial nations. It was early felt in ours, and laws were pas- 
sed upon the subject; but they have thus far not accom- 
plished their object. ‘They direet twenty cents per 
month to be retained out of the pay of officers, seamen, 
and marines, and that, from the proceeds, hospitals and 
an asylum should be erected. As yet not one building 
has been completed, although the deduction has beer re 
gularly made from the pay since the passage of the law 
in 1799. The reasons for the failure were stated in a 
report by the commissioners of the fund, at the last ses- 
sion of congress. A part of the fund was absorbed by 
and expended, during the late war, in the pay of the na- 
vy. This sum has been repaid, under regnilations and 
by order of this department, in the eourse of the last 
three years. ‘There is another sum, however, of $50 
which was declared by law to be due to “the fund, on 
the 26th February, 1811, and was directed to be paid out 
of any moneys in the treasury, not otherwise appropri- 
ated, which has not yet been paid, except : his - 
sum was by $80,000 less than it ought to have Leen,— 
The sum which had been paid by the navy, amounted to, 
at least, $130,000, as is readily shown by calculating the 
number employed in the service. 


Tt is most respectfully suggested, that the whole sum 
of $150,000 should be restored, with interest upon it 
now amounting to $262,600. It is not the money of the 
government or nation. Not one cent has been paid to 
the fund by the nation. It has been taken out of the pay 
of the officer's and men, and belongs to them as justly as 
any portion of their private estates, .° 

It is now mentioned, in this report, because their right# 
and interest are necessarily the object of attention by this 
department, and because the money is wanted to erect 
the buildings for their accomodatien. 


Sites have been purchased for four buildings: at Boston, 





New York, Philadelphia, and Norfolk, whichy with a 
small one at Pensacola, may be made sufficiently extem- 
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_.. in future be avoided; and it will be seen with satisfaction, 
~ that i the articles of clothing and subsistence of the army, 


~ sion to company officers, and for which no appropriation 


when it is perfectly understood by all who are acquainted 


titled to the highest commendation, both as to its eco- 


_retrenchment has been made in the artiele of officers 


260 


NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 22, 1827—THE ARMY. 





7-y 





sve to answer all the necessities of the service at any | 
future pericd. 

Two buildings, a hospital at Norfolk and an asylum at 
Philadelphia, are progressing very satisfactorially, and if 
the fands were put in a proper condition, the whole might 
be completed in two years, and form, together, a hospital 
establishment, at least as creditable to the country and 
beneficial to the service, as that belonging to any other 
nation. ‘The completion of this establishment is de- 
manded by the plainest policy. In this country the 
services of our seamen are voluntary; no impressment or 
other mode of compulsion is, or ought to be applied, to 
force them to perform the duties of peace, or fight the bat- 
tles of the country in war. 

But m proportion to the voluntary character of the 
service, ought to be the effort to render that service 
pleasant, and to create every inducement to joint it. And 


with the character of the seamen, that his foresight is sel- 
dom directed to ariy other object than a place of refuge 
when disease and misfortune overtake him, surely that 
place of refuge ought not to be wanting. 

In this view, it is hoped, the payment of the debt be- 
fore mentioned will be made; and if something were ad- 
ded to it, it would be justified by the consideration, that 
the nation has not yet given one dollar to so desirable an 
ebject. Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 


THE ARMY. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
{ Accompanying the president’s message. | 
riment of war, November 26, 1827. 

Srr: I submit areport of the administration of this de- 
partment from the date of my last report. 

I beg leave to refer you to the accompanying reports, 
made up in pursuance of my orders, marked A. to 
P. They disclose, in detail, the measures which have 
been carried intoeffect, in the various branches of the pub- 
tic service, subject to the superintendence of this depart- 
ment. 

The document A. is a report of major general Brown 
on the state of the army. I renew, with pleasure, an 
expression of my entire satisfaction at the condition of 
the army, both as to its moral and military character. 
As far as I am officially advised, its officers are now es- 
sentially exempt from the degrading vice of intemperance. 
A few examples which have been made, (though neces- 
sary, yet, reluctantly), to cleanse the army from this 
blot, united with a declared unalterable determination 
never to pardon when a sentence of guilt for this offence, 
on satisfactory evidence, was pronounced by a court mar- 
tial, it is hoped, will restrain the very few, if any, who are 
disposed to forget, in this indulgence, what is due to 
their characters as officers of the American army. To 
its good discipline, generally the most ample testimony 
is borne, and particularly by major general Brown, who, 
during the present year, made a tour of inspection 
through three of the great sections of the union. The 
two schools of practice, fortress Monroe and Jefferson 
barracks, will be great auxiliaries in promoting its per- 
fection. For the benefit of the former, I again renew a 
recommendation for the purchase of horses contained in 
formet_seports, and for the reasons therein presented. 
The fiscal administration of the army continues to be en- 





nomy and punctuality. In the spirit of the former, a 


transportation, by which no inconsiderable expense will, 


‘there will be a considerable saving in the ensuing year, 
com with the present; and notwithstanding the in- 
creased pay and allowance so justly given at the last ses- 


was made, and also the additional costs ineurred in sup- 
pressing the threatened hostilities of the Indians, the to- 
tal amount asked to meet the various demands of this 
department, for the year 1828, is less, by near a million 
of dollars, than for the year 1827, principally, however, 
resultin from surplusses in former appropriations. And 





ip relatiun to its punctuality, no ascertained delinquency 


veaeeret has occurred in any one of its various depart- 
ments. 

I beg leave to invite the attention of congress to the 
changes proposed in former reports by the major general 
in the terms of enlistment, as they are looked to with 
confidence as a prevention to desertion. — 

I beg leave also to recommend to a favourable consi- 
deration of congress, the alteration proposed by the com- 
missary general of subsistence, in the organization of 
that department, presuming that the mode of supplying 
the army by contract, whose advantages have been so 
satisfactorily manifested, will be continued by a new act 
of legislation, the former law being about to expire. 

In confirmation of this suggestion, as to the advantage 
of supplying the army by this system, F beg leave to 
state, that the price of rations has been reduced to 
11 6-10 cents, at our most expensive posts, while at 
those least so, we procure them at 6 8-10 cents. 

{ recommend to the consideration of congress the 
erection of buildings in or near the city of New York, 
and in the city of New Orleans, as proposed by the 
quarter master general. 

[ presume to suggest, for the consideration of con- 
gress, the propriety of founding an army asylum. Such 
establishments, it is believed, enter into the policy of 
every other nation, and even here have obtained already 
in the naval branch of the service. Uniformity of sys- 
tem alone, in the two arms of the national defence, there- 
fore, would seem to require it. The condition of sume 
of the defenders of their country during she revolution- 
ary war, excited so far the sympathy of congresas to ex- 
perience its bounty. It is highly probable, in our future 
history, that many, both privates and officers, may be in 
circumstances no less distressing.—Indeed, cases. are 
now of frequent occurrence, where the department is 
applied tofor relief. An honorable asylum from such a 
condition, seems to be dictated alike by poliey and grati- 
tude. A small monthly deduction from the pay of the 
officers and privates, will constitute the fund for its sup- 
port. It would manifest the beneficenee of the nation, 
if means were furnished, at onee, from the public trea- 
sury for the ereetion of the necessary buildings, 

The military academy at West Point, from the report of 
the late visiters, is progressing with its accustomed suc- 
cess, and loses nothing in a comparison, according to 
the testimony of those whose opportunities enable them 
to decide, with any establishment of the kind in the 
world. 

In making selections from the thousands of candidates, 
I have redeemed my pledge, made in a former report, of 
appointing one cadet at least from each congressional dis- 
trict. 

In selecting visiters of inspection, I have deemed it 
but an act of justice to invite them from every quarter of 
the union. And when it suited the convenience of the 
immediate representatives of the people to attend, (as it 
is a service without reward), I have given them the pre- 
ference, that they might, from their own observation, be 
the better able to decide on its value, and suggest and 
promote whatever was calculated to increase its useful- 
ness. 

The two corps of engineers have been actively engag- 
ed during the year—some in field duties, others in super- 
intending fortifications: the former have returned to this 
= for the purpose of reporting upon their labors. I 

ave had oecasion, in former reports, to suggest the utter 
inadequacy of the existing organization of these useful 
officers, to the demand on the services, 

The various objects upon which congress direeted re- 
connoissance to be made were promptly attended to. 

In selecting among the objects presented for recon- 
noissanee by the state authorities, and respectable asso- 
ciations of private citizens, | have endeavored to be go- 
verned by heir relative importance, and a due regard to 
the fair claims of all parts of the union. ‘The result of 
the surveys has, in some instances, reduced the scale of the 
proposed objects so as to deprive them of the character 
of national importance; but even in these cases the labors 
of the corps have not been lost. By their superior science 
and experience, they have given valuable information to 
those concerned, which, from their limited resources, they 
would have been unable otherwise to have procured. Hav- 
ing finished the survey ofthe proposed national road from 
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this place to New Orleans, and made their report, which 
I the honor of submitting to the 19th congress, no 
further step can be taken by the department till the 
pleasure of congress is signified by legislative enactment. 
Among the many importaut objects to which the atten- 
tion of the department has been directed during the past 
season, may be particularly enumerated the great wes- 
tern national road; the proposed Ohio and Chesapeake 
canal; the rail road from Baltimore to the waters of the 
Ohio—a communieatien between the waters of James ri- 
ver and the western waters; the improvement of the na- 
vigation in the Tennessee river, and the canal through 
Florida. Although the rail road is proposed to be effect- 
ed by individual enterprise alone, it is certainly of great 
pationa!l importance, and justified the department in ap- 
plying its means to ascertain its practicability. Reports 
on all these subjects are in a course of preparation, ex- 
cept on the rail road, and it 1s hoped that most of them 
will be prepared in time to be laid before congress ai its 
present session. For more particular intormation on 
these subjects, I refer to document B. 

[refer to documents B and C, containing the reports 
of the engineer and quarter-master’s department, in whieh 
may be seen thé measures which have been pursued in 
execution of sundry speeial acts of congress, directing 
the construction of roads and the improvement of har- 
bors, &e. 

In the report of the engineer department will be seen 
the progress we have made in our several fortifications. 

Document H is the report of the officer having diree- 
tion of the ordinance department. The alterations sug- 
gested by that officer in the organization of that depart- 
ment, have been heretofore presented, and received the 
favorable consideration of congress at their last session: 
I beg leave again to add my recommendation of the pro- 
posed changes. 

The report of the same officer on the lead mines, gives 
a very satisfactory view of the importance of this property 
to the United States —the expected annual supply is equal 
to 10,000,000 pounds. A tythe of which as rent received 
by the goverment, will be more than sufficient for the 
parposes of the army and navy. 

Document | is the report of the clerk of pensions, by 
which it appears the number of revolutionary pensioners 
have been diminished by death, since the last report, four 
hundred and forty-three; and of invalid pensioners forty 
eight. 

In compliance with the act of congress entitled ‘‘an act 
to authorize the president of the United States to run and 
mark a line dividing the territory of Florida from the state 
of Georgia,” a commissioner was appointed on the part 
of the United States to co-operate with one appointed by 
the state authorities of Georgia, for the purpose of carrying 
the act into effect. I regretto report that the object has 
not been effected. The correspondence on the subject 
will present the causes of the failure, and are contained in 
document K. 

The document L is the report of the clerk charged 
with Indian affairs, accompanied with a treaty made with 
the Chippeway, Menomenie, and Winnebago tribes of 
Indians. 

’ Under the injunction of the treaty made with the Sioux 
and the Chippewa, Sac and Fox, Menomenie, loway, 
Sioux, Winnebago and a portion of the Ottowa, Chippe- 
wa, and Potawatamie tribes of Indians, made at Prairie du 
Chien on the 19th of August 1825, two citizens were di- 
rected to repairto Green Bay with a view to its fulfilment. 
Just, however, preceding their arrival, a portion of the 
Winnebagoes, a powertul and perverse tribe, had com- 
mitted serious acts of hostility by the murder of some of 
eur citizens, and unfavorable appearances among other 
tribes indicated the design, as it was apprehended, of a 
powerful combination threatening to disturb the peace of 
our borders. Governor Cass, as soon as he was advised 
of these circumstances, with great promptitude and equal 
prudence, appealed directly toGen. Atkinson, in com- 
mand at Jefferson barracks, for aid, who, with acommen- 
dable zeal, moved with about six hundred men under his 
command-to the anticipated theatre of hostilities, where 
he was met by other detatchments from the army, and by 
Volunteer companies composed of patriotie eitizens. 

Governor Edwards, for the protection of the people of 

linois, also ordered out a small portion of her militia. 








The celerity of these moyements, with the imposing 
force gathered together, gave at once protection to our 
citizens. As soon as the department was advised of 
these movements, general Gaines was directed to pro- 
ceed to the scene of operations, and to adopt the ne- 
cessary measures to inflict punishment on the offenders. 
The Tadiens sued tor clemency, and obtained it on the 
condition of giving ap the murderers, eight in number, 
who are now in custody, to await the sentence of the 
law. ‘The document M presents the details of the sub- 
ect. 

‘ The excesses of the Indians may be ascribed to their 
thirst of blood. ‘Their pretext is understood to rest on 
a supposed intrusion of the miners on thew lands. To 
obviate any ground of complaint, and to meet the wishes 
of our western citizens, it is proposed to procure by pur 
chase an enlargement of our boundaries in that quarter, 
so as to embrace the whole of the highly valuable lead 
mines said to abound in that region, and tor which an ap- 
propriation will be hereafter asked, 

I submit herewith reportsmarked 1 2 & 3and, from 
col. McKenney, he having been charged with the busi- 
ness to which they refer; from which the disposition of 
the Chickasaws and Choctaws, m regard to emigration to 
land west of the Mississippi, may be inferred; also shew- 
ing that an agreement has been concluded with the Creeks, 
subject to an approval in the usual form by the executive, 
and the sanction of a Creek counej} to be called for that 
purpose, which secures to the United States the strip ot 
land in Georgia, not embraced in the session of the treaty 
of Washington of the 24th January, 1826. 


Ifthe policy, as indicated in the ascertained disposi- 
tions of the Chickasaws especially, be approved by cau 
gress, the appropriation of means corresponding thereto 
will be required to carry the measure into effect. There 
is little doubt of the identity of feeling on this subject, in 
at least three ofthe southern tribes, and of a large ore 
tion of the fourth, and that this teeling may be availed of, 
it is respectfully suggested that means be provided, to 
be applied in the discretion of the executive, to profit by 
its existence. 


The information recently acquired of the disposition of 
the Indians within our limits to remove, has tended to 
strengthen the views which 1 have heretofore submitted 
on this subject, aud I embrace this occasion, most respect- 
fully, but earnestly, to solicit again the attention of con- 
gress to the necessity of adopting some general system 
which might better the condition of the lndians, and re- 
lieve the states and territories oi the incumbrance of their 
residence—a never failing source of inquietude, and it is 
to be apprehended of disturbance. 1 have the honor to 
be your obedient servant. JAMES BARBOUR, 

Lhe president of the United States. 

gL_3>There is no period in the year that is so- useful 
for our readers, and personally unpleasant to ourselves, 
as the present, when important matter is so super-aban- 
dant, from the meeting of the national and state legisla 
tures. We rejoice that our capacious and compact pages 
are filled with things useful to be known—but regret the 
inability to grasp one half the matter which we desire. to 
publish—and hence there is a perpetual operation of ne- 
cessity against the will, and the one is continually strug- 
gling with the other. Among the articles deferred, are 
many upon subjects purely political; the record, however, 
shal] be kept as perfect as it may be, for use, iv these pu- 
litical times: and after a little, with some extra exertion, 
we hope to bring up arrearages and keep way with the 
current of events, 





Greece. We congratulate the friends of human na 
ture on the destruction of the Turkish fleet. We sin- 
cerely rejoice at this chastisement of the barbarians, 
though at the risk of aggrandizing powers already of 
gigantic strength, and of its probable effect upon the local 
interests of our own country, in raising up a great rival in 
our chief product for exportation. 

gi The following article was in type for the last 
ReetsteR, but left out because of the pressure of doeu- 
mentary papers. Since then, an event has been made 
known to us that renders the subject much more deeply 
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a wit, the destruction of the grand ‘Turkish 
fleet by the qillied fleets of Great Britain, France and 
Russia, the official accounts of which are inserted in 
sub t s. This momentous transaction took 
place in the noble harbour of Navaria, the ancient Pylus, 
and famous for the battles between the Athenians and 
Spartans, and the siege and surrender of the island 
Sphacteria. What the result of this affair will be, we 
know not—but mighty events would seem to depend up- 
on it; possibly, a change of the whole condition of the 
‘furkish empire—possibly, in quarrels for the spoil of it— 
and probably, at least, in the pacification and establish- 
ynent of the Greeks as a nation, more or less independ- 


ihe Turks. 

We shall add in our next paper, various details and 
particulars which the want of time and room at present 
thrbids. 

Partition or Turnkey. In ourpaper of the 8th inst. 
we made a few remarks on the reported intention of 
Britain, France and Russia to divide Turkey im Europe 
and Africa between them; and stated, that its accomplish- 
raent would have ‘‘a mighty influence over the affairs of 
the U. States, in its effect upon our great staple, cot- 
ton”—without a lively foreign demand for which and a 
brisk inéernal trade, it will appear manifest to every one, 
that our present commercial relations with Europe must 
be dissolved. ‘That staple deducted, the whole of our 
exports to allthe world, m the last year, was valued at 
only 28,000,000—say 22 millions, exclusive also of manu. 
actures; but our imports were 60 millions; and, taking 
cotton from the exports to Great Britain, only about 
$4,500,000 worth of all other articles was received. to 
pay for goods costing 26 millions. Without cotton, the 
reign trade of the United States, as at present carried 
on, could not, by possibility, exist a single year: and a re- 
strietion would be imposed a thousand times more one- 
xous than the tariff is said to be by the most violent de- | 
claimers against it. But it will be real, not fanciful— 

yactical, and,not in theory—at our fire-sides, not in spe- 
culation; a *‘balance of trade” not in figures, but in she- 
riff’s sales and depopulated districts. We are serious— 
the subject is one of imposing magnitude, and calls loud- 
ly upon us all to “look a-head.” How soon that which 
we anticipate will be accomplished, we venture not an 
opinion—but that it will be accomplished, there is every 
reason to believe. 

The crop of cotton last year has been estimated at) 
950,000 bales, that of the present at 1,000,000—say 
350,000,000 pounds. A mighty quantity indeed; of, 
which about 280 millions will be for the supply of the 
European markets. Now it seems that a field-hand will 

roduce 1,200 Ibs. of cotton—or an entire force of 80 
oena of all ages and conditions, 60,000, besides sup- 
plying themselves with provisions. ‘The number of per- 
sons then, to supply the 280 millions, afer feeding them- 
gelves, will amount only to 570,000; and Mr. Darby 
tells us that an acre of land will yield 250 Ibs. of cotton, 
therefore the 280 millions would occupy no more than 
about 1,100,000 acres. If weallow that onc acre out of 
ten may be planted with cotton, the whole quantity of 
land required for the growth of 280 millions of pounds 
of cotton, and the subsistence of the persons employed 
in its cultivation, wili be no more than 11,000,000 acres, 
equal to 17,200 square miles, But the land actually applied 
to the cultivation would be only 1,100,000 acres—a dis- 
trict less than the small state of Delaware; and it is esti- 
mated that not Jess than 6,000,000 acres, favorable to the 
cultivation of the plant, are within the limits of Louisiana 
only. The entire cotton-growing region in the United 
States may be put down as follows: 


Barts of Virginiaand North Carolina 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Missis- 





Square miles. 
50,000 


sippiand Louisiana 230,000 
dalf T'ennessee 20,000 
Arkansas and Florida 180,000 
480,000 


Ts isalso grown in Missouri, Einois and Indiana—and 








We do not pretend to estimate the quantity of land 
within this vast region of country, as fitted for the actual 
production of cotton. Mr. Darby, however, tells us that 
of the 23,480,000 acres of land in Taistente (the swamps, 
rivers, lakes, &c. deducted from the whole contents), there 
are 5,900,000 acres capable of being advantageously eul- 
tivated in cotton, tobacco or indigo. Now that quantity 
really cultivated, and vielding 250 Ibs. to the acre, would 
produce four millions of bales! ° 

But to leave these vast amounts and descend to ac- 
cepted facts or reasonable possibilities. Let us say that 
our whole product is 1,000,000 bales, or 350,000,000 

ounds, that an acre will yield only 200 pounds, and al- 
ow 750 pounds for each person on a plantation, after 
supplying themselves with food, and Bol, seers 

1,750,000 aeres actually employed, and requiring a 
gross population of less than 500,000 persons—bemg 
considerably less than one third of the slaves in the U. 
States. 

‘These are sober results, unless all who have written 
upon the subject, (being persons who ought to under 
stand it), are incorrect; but we apprehend that a planter 
with 80 slaves, old and young, would do a bad business 
if not raising 60,000 pounds of cotton a year; that suclr 
product would afford a small profit, indeed, for capital 
employed in slaves and land, after paying all incidental 
expenses belonging to both, and those on the crop before 
it would arrive at its market. 

The progress of the cultivation of cotton is wonder- 
fully rapid. Our exports shew this— 

In 1806 we exported 37,000,000 /ds. 


1816 $1,000,000 
1826 204,000,000 

The crops are thus estimated— 
1824-5 ° 569,000 bales. 
1825-6 720,000 
1826-7 957,000 


A little while ago, a brief period, indeed, and Virginia 
and Alabama produced no cotton for market—now they 
send out more than 200,000 bales; and the prodacts of 
Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi have been doubled 
ina few years, It was unknown as an article of eom- 
merce of any importance to Egypt until 1824, when 
about 40 millions of pounds were exported from Alexan- 
dria, and the crop of 1825 was much larger. These 
things are mentioned to shew the easy transition that is 
made from other products to that of supplying cotton. It 
may, apparently, be rendered the chief product of agri- 
culture for export in two or three years, wherever the 
clinvate is suited to it, and laborers are to be obtained. 

The population of Egypt is about 2,500,000—amd 
there is enough land, not subject to frost or liable to too 
much or too little rain. A detachment of one-fifth of the 
population of this country to the cultivation of cotton, 
would afford a supply equal to our whole production, 
after furnishing the cultivators with provisions, 

The gross population of Greece and the islands was, 
at the commencement of the revolution, about 1,400,000. 
This includes but a small part of the continent, except 
the Morea. Candia contained 120,000, the rich island 
of Scio 110,000, Samos 20,000, &e. Under a reasona- 
ble goverament, this population would have been at least 
twice as large as it was, and not then very dense. Can- 
dia, Cyprus, Scio, Samos and Rhodes might easily 
support from 6 to 800,000; and would, if under the do- 
minion of France. They would rally to them the 
Greeks scattered through Asia, and tens of thousands of 
Frenchmen would take up their abode in them. The 
Morea itself and the islands, which together contained 
about a million of people, according to a late estimate, 
might soon supply as much cotton as we inthe United 
States have exported. The Turkish empire in Europe, 
independent of the parts of Greece named, is many 
times more extensive, and great crops of cotton may be 
raised in Macedonia, Epirus, Albania, &e. in which if 
has been cultivated for centuries. It is not very long since 
that 120,000 da//e, worth 80 piastres each, were exported 
from the valley of Seres in Macedonia, chiefly by way of 
Salonica: besides, large quantities were manufactured in 
the city of Seres, famous for its supplies of cotton goods. 
Cyprus is150 miles long and 70 broad—was once very 
populous, and has long been celebrated for the excellen- 


ev of ifs cotton. And it should be recolleeted, that the 
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chief supplies of cotton were obtained from these coun- 
tries, the recently extended cultivations in the U. 
States and Brazil, &c. 

Jn addition to all these considerations there is another 
yet more imaportant. ‘The average annual price of labor in 
Greece and Egypt, hardly exceeds tie interest on capital 
vested im slaves in the United States, and subsistence is 
such cheaper. 

It is ao matter, and has buta small bearing upon the 
facts presented, whether the reported design of the three 
powers to partition Turkey is prematurely stated, or al- 
together erroneous. Every one, we think, must see 
that the present condition of Turkey cannot last long; 
and it is known that an interference is made to prevent 
the pacification of Greeec, after the manner of the Mus- 
selmans, hy exterminating the people! ‘The state of things 
will be changed, and more security for persons and pro- 

y than heretofore given, will be obtained—then will 
Fret busbandman return to his field, and one of the rich- 
est countries in the world throw out her exuberance 
for the common market of the world. We are protected 
against the influx of East India cotton by distance and the 
uncertainty of the price of the article. What has ruined 
Ukousands of our planters and dealers, was the cause of 
cemand for our commodity; but Greece, is, as it were, a 
near neighbor of France, and advices may pass from 
England to the Levant in afew days. And further, the 
East India article is not generally so good as our’s—but 
that of the Levant is generally better. It appears to us 
that these things are worthy of most serious reflec- 
tion, and should lead all to an encouragement of the 
l.ome market, in the establishment of a// sorts of manu- 
factures, so far as labor, skill and capital are ready for the 
supply of our wants. 

‘e might go much more into detail. But the sum- 
muary facts presented will, or ought, to set people to 
thinking. ‘Chey will offeud some—for some are never 
t» be pleased except by flattering their prejudices or 
fi: deceiving them, ‘They would rather receive an agree- 
able falsehood than an unpleasant truth. There is no 
Lope for them, but through punishment of their errors— 
they will only be taught in the suffering school of expe- 
racnee, 

And is it to be expected that G. Britain, refusing our 
bread stuffs, will take our cotton, when able to supply 
herself from her own colonies with a material of like or 
superior quality? Will she make one rule for the south- 
ern aud another for the middle states of this union? 

We cannot better, perhaps, conclude this-short article 
than by inserting the following extract from a letter re- 
ceived trom Alabama, on Monday last. We give it with- 
out the alteration of ove word, although not written for 
publication, to shew that all do uot regard us “the great 
enemy of the south,” gs Mr. Haile has been pleased to 
call us. 

«I cannot lay aside my pen without congratulating you 
vpon the success of those great principles of internal poli- 
cy whieh you bave so much assisted in bringing about. Ig 
must, it will prevail. Our greatness, as well as happi- 
hoss, as anation, will grow and increase with the means 
we have of living independent of other nations, for both 
comforts and Juxurics. And I assure you, the intelligens 
ae of my acquaintance have become strongly interested 

uthe success of the ‘‘American System.” I aim a cot- 
tou } spend and expect to remajn a planter during life— 
And I hope before that life ceases, to learn that all the 
coiton raised in the southern states, may find loo.us suf- 
ficient for its manutacture ip the eastern; and that the 
northern and western may find an ample market for 
ticiy bread stuffs, by the aid of canals and ruil ways— 
that each section of our beloved country may mutually 
contribute to the cemforts of the others; aud extirpate 
entirely those unhallowed jealousies, which, at present, 
sialk so largely among us. 1 firmly believe this is the 
aim of your papet, and desire of your heart; and you 
will doubtless be rewarded by the plaudits of thousands 
ofour best citizens, while hundreds and thousands of 
our mushroom politicians, who have grown to an enor- 
mous size in a day, will sink into their original insignifi- 
cance,” 
Another letter received from North Carolina, on 
Tuesday, forwarding the mame of a new subscriber, 
81) S— 





“I hope I shall be enabled to procure several addi- 
tional subscribers before spring; as the fact cannot be 
much longer concealed, that the system, so zealously 
and ably supported by you, is the American system. 
Self-interest is a principle too active, too enn to be 
forever smothered, by an poli- 
ticians.”’ 

[We have omitted three hard words in this extract. 
Among our opponents, are as good and as true men as 
our country can boast—men whom to suspect of base 
motives would be to libel human nature, and our belief 
that they are mistaken er prejudiced, does not make them 
so—for thus we ourselves may uuknowingly be. We 
pretend not to an exemption from the common lot of 
mortality, and only request that argument, fouaded 
upon practical results, may be preferred to personal 
abuse and wild speculations. That British agents have 
interfered to arrest the accomplishment of the ‘*Ameri- 
can System,” and to a great extent, we believe with as 
much sincerity as that there are countries called Great 
Britain and France. We also believe that.a large part of 
the present excitement against the tariff grows out ef 
tume-serving politicians—to influence the feelings and 
misiead the judgment; and it is this to which both our 
correspondents allude. Unhappily, there are men who, 
to obtain a favorite object, would ery ‘‘havoe and let slip 
the dogs of war,” and dissolve this union rather than not 
rule it. These musi be resisted—but truth will be victore- 
ous without violence; and, though the will of the majority 
may be again defeated by management in congress, suc- 
cess musi attend the efforts now making to force recipro« 
city upon the old world, and so consummate the inde- 
pendence of the United States. 

The following letter from Havre, received at New 
York, conveys information highly gratifying to every 
tricnd of humanity. 








‘* Havre, November 16, 1§27. 

‘“The papers give you an account of the affair of Nava- 
rin, sid I think will lead to much more than some of 
i partics themselves expected, or can have any wish 
or. 

**We learn to day from Paris, that the ambassadors at 
Constantinople have got offin a French frigate. It is 
highly probable that the Janissarics will now regain their 
power and despatch the Sultav. In fact, we have every 
reason to expect great events.” ' | 


EL_}It is very possible, because it is within the rule 
of action of the Musselmans, that they will commence a 
general slaughter of the Greeks and other ‘‘Christian 
dogs,” as they call them, so soon as the news of the 
destruction of the fleet at Navarin shall have reached 
Constantinople, unless domestic disorder and the formi- 
dable approaches of the Russian army, &c. shall compel 
a close looking to their own safety. The Russians on 
the Danube and the Pruth are about eighty thousand 
sirong, under marshal Wittgenstein, prepared for instant 
eperation, and a still greater force is ready to support 
them, under marshal Sachen; the British have stron 
garrisons at Corfu, Malta and Gibraltar, and France is 
near athand. Is is not supposed that the three powers 
resolved to act without preparing to support their aetion. 
All the elements of destruction will be raised against the 
Turks—tbhe adult male Greeks will be armed and 
gh Somes will be poured into the country—rigs 
ings will be promoted every where, and at beast one 
half of the population of Europeau Turkey is disaffected 
und prepared to throw off the Ottoman yoke. “The bar- 
barians, encouraged by their priests and sustained by 
the dogmas of their unholy religious creed and dectrine 
of fate, may, rally, in immense herds, round the ‘‘stand- 
ard of the prophet”—-bat the rabble cannot resist the 
force of discipline, the crescent will be bathed in bloed, 
and a destruction of the human race follow, unparalleled 
in modern times—eventful as they have been. Fhe 
Turks will be beset on every side—and a retreat across 
the Hellespont scarcely left to save,them. We have ne 
idea, that if Great Britain, France and Russia have re- 
solved on the expulsion of the Turks, that any wilk 
remain in Europe, except as eonquered persone. Bax 
deed, we expect soon to bear, that the head quitrtem: af 
the emperor Nichol&s gre in the seragtio.. 





| 
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Tae U.S. pagx. The following remarks, facts and 
figures, preserited themselves on considering fhe propo- 
sition of Mr. Barbour, of the house of representatives, to 
roeee of the stock of tie bank now held by the United 
> tes, 

We pay an.interest of 5 percent. and the average fu- 
ture dividends of the bank may be reasonably calculated 
at 6 per cent. We therefore pay $350,000 and receive 
$420,000—annual profit 70,000 dollars. The charter 
will expire on the Srd day of March 1836—say eight 
years hence, and the aggregate difference in favor of the 
receipts will be 560,000. But as the difference is 70,000 
dollars a year, an equated interest on that sum will shew 
an addition of 16,800 more, and a total of 576,800. 

But, if itis desired to reduee the public debt, why 
not issue auew stock, at 5 per Cent. to pay off that 
which bears 6 per ceut, the bill for which was rejected in 
Ahe senate last year, by which rejection, and in one year, 
we have lost almost 300,000 dollars that_might have been 
saved—and tor what, nobody knows. In the present 
stute of the public credit, and m part dependent on its 
existing relations with the bank, a new 5 per cent. stock 
will seli for 198 or 110 dollars per cent. the payments 
of it not being fixed at an early day. We may create 
this at will, and manage it as we please—but the stock in 
the bank once parted with, cannot be regained. On 


this principle, our stock in the bank, bearing an interest of 


5 per ceut. is really worth, in itself, more than par to us, 
and the advance must be deducted also from the anti- 
cipated profits to be derived from the sale ofit. ‘Thus— 
7,000,000 at 9 per cent. advance, is 630,000 dollars, and 
thismust be added to the difference of profits above stat- 
ed, to present the operation fairly. Even the 43 per cents 
are at 105, because they offer sate and convenient invest- 
ments of inoney. 

But the most material and imposing fact is—that the 
stock of the bank, which now sells for 123 dollars per cent. 
or share, would probably fall to 100 or 105, were the 
United States shares thrown into the market; and thus 
the object would be frustrated in its own operation. And 
it should be recollected, that the present price of the 
stock of this bank is not caused by vg in it, but 
more ofthe superabundance of capital secking investment, 
éven though yielding no more than 45 per cent. per an- 
num. And that, at the termination of the charter, and 
on the presumption that it will not_be renewed, there 
will bea probable surplus equal tothe whole present 
advance, unless incase ef some severe loss or bad ma- 
nagement on the part of the directors, notwithstanding the 
depreciated value of the buildings erected for its accom- 
modation—a part of which, it must be supposed, has 
been already liquidated out of reserved earnings. 

We are not among the friends of this institution—but, 
while its affairs are properly conducted, will not agree 
to the doing of any thing which may tend to embarrass its 
transactions, or impair the rightly formed hopes of those 
who have vested their money in it, wnless it shall be epen- 
ly and plainly resolved, that such a bank shali not exist 
longer than the 3rd ef March 1836. Then, and in that 
case, the people and the government wouid be placed on 
the same footing—to ‘‘save himself who can;” and 

-the latter would not stand as in the light ofa cold speeula- 
tton on the former. These are our plain views of the 
subject, and we think that the good sense of the people 
will bear us out in expressing them. We hope that due 
care will always be exerted in the establishment of our 
public institutions; but when established, they cannot be 
disturbed except for reasonable cause. {fn the present 
state of affairs, any serious difficulty occuring to the bank 
of the United States would have an effect upon business, 
that would ‘severely reach the heart and home of al- 
most every individual in the United States, who has 
any thing to lose by chauges in the condition of things. 





THE HOME MARKET. Itis stated in the October num- 
ber of the London Quarterly Review, that about sixty 
millions of quarters of wheat, or value raised in Great Bri- 
tain over and above the quantity required to feel the culti- 
yators of the soil, are annually expended upon the manu- 
facturers and artisans of the country, “Taking,” says 
the same reyiewer, ‘‘the price of wheat at sixty shillings 
the quarter, the surplus whieh remains over and above 
the consumption of all the classes not engaged in maru- 


| 


‘™ 





factures and commerce, will be worth one hundred anil 
eighty millions sterling per annum; and when it is re- 
membered that this immense sum passes every year in 
the way of trade, through four, five, six or sometimes 
more hands, we shall form some conception of the great 
amount of our home commerce.” It is computed that 
the capital invested in the cultivation of the British soil, 
by the land owners anil farmers, amounts to the enor- 
mous sum of two thousand millions sterling. 

57" It is thus that Great Britain eauses the people of 
the U. States to pay for British wheat, consumed by her 
manufacturers, at the rate of 165 cents per bushel, even 
at the compuratively moderate price stated, while she 
prohibits the use of one bushel of our wheat, though cost- 
ing only L00 cents. And it is thus we support the throne 
and the priests, the nobles and the paupers, the army 
and the navy of that country, and contribute to the pay- 
ment of the salaries of the ‘‘groom of the stole” and 
‘this majesty’s bug-catcher.” Why buy British wheat 
at double the average price of our own, and when our 
own farmers want a market’ People, it is true, must 
eat whether manufactures are prosperous or not—bat in 
the latter ease, they must raise food for themselves, and 
so diminish the demand and reduce the price of wheat, 
&e. See, what a market manufactures and commerce 
secure to Great Britain—W iil} not the farmers of the U, 
States’ secure a like market for themselves? 

How powerfully does the extract from the Quarterly 
Review exhibit the momentous fact which we have en- 
deavored to impress upon the minds of the people of 
this country. Here is 799 millions of dollars paid to the 
farmers for bread stuffs alone, by the other classes of 
society in Great Britain. Now, we ealculated the whole 
supply of bread stuffs and meats for al/ the people of tlre 
United States, and the support of their horses, at less 
than 325 millions of dollars, the meats being allowed to 
cost more than the bread stuffs for the subsistence of man, 
and many thought that we were extravagant!—and yet the 
number of persons to be fed, (the cultivators being left 
ont in Great Britain), are pretty nearly the same. It is 
true, the price in that country is greater than in this, but 
in the matter of grain alone, our estimated value is only 
about one fifth of that of the **Review,” or 162 millions. 





BRITISH DISCRIMINATIONS AND MONOPOLIES. The 
British people pay six millions of dollars a year more 
for sugar consumed by them, that the West India plant- 
ers may be protected, than they would pay if sugar 
was imported from the East Indies at the same duty as is 
paid upon the West India article. They pay £2,218,000, 
(nearly nine millions of dollars) more, on account of the 
East India company’s monopoly of teas, than would be 
paid for the same quantity and quality of them at New 
York or Hamburg—all imported from Canton. They 
pay a million a year in extra duties upon timber from the 
Raltic, that the import of colonial timber may be encou- 
raged, though the former is prefered for many and most 
important purposes, notwithstanding its extra cost. 
These are specimens of what is called ‘‘tree trade”—and 
we are gravely told that “commerce is relieved of its 
shackles!”” And on the tobacco whieh they receive from 
us, worth one million of dollars, they raise a revenue of 
9,570,000! 





Sovtn Carnortna. However erroneous persons may 
esteem our own opinions, we never will, knowingly, sub- 
ject ourselves to the ‘‘suspicion”’ of changing the charac- 
ter of public documents, or of leaving out or adding to 
them, that any shall be deceived—if we can avoid it; 
notwithstanding managements of this sort have been com- 
mon, and are atts of forgery so base and abominable, 
as even to dishonor the most vile of the villainous “herd 
of politicians”—those whose morality it is, that a wilful 





lie, if suecessful, is JUSTIFIED in the accomplishment of 
an object—saying ‘‘all’s fair in politics.” We have no 
patience with such creatures, A lie 7s alie wherever 
told; and he who corrects not error when made mani- 
fest to him, should have the same condemnation as shall 
appear due to the maker of the falsehood. 

In the “Register” of the 1st instant, page 210, we in- 
serted a few lines in relation to the eHarrisbu Con- 
vention” as from gov. ‘Taylor's message to the I 





ture of South @arolina. It is incorgect, as may be seen 


egisla- _ 


re Gyr ys 


of 


ess 

to 
in, 
the 
eft 
t is 
put 
uly 


nd 
its 
7m 


ay 
ib- 
iC- 


fal 


all 


ite 
la- 
en 


. oe — 


NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 22, 1827—MISCELLANEOUS. _ 265. 





py reference to this paper of the 8th, wherein what we 
suppose is a faithful version of the message is given. 
The reference to that mecting, though agreeing in sub- 
stance, is lifferent m for'm from what we had stated it to 
be, in the previous sheet. 

The faut is not with us. Indeed, intentional wrong 
does not ¢em to have been committed by any one. The 
facts appe@r to be these: that gov. ‘Taylor prepared his 
message ‘or delivery on the first day of the session of 
the legishture, and a copy of it, somehow, got out and 
was forwarded to Camden, S. C. where it was printed in 
the pape’ published at that place; but the legislature, 
for reasais of no importance to the present schjett, did 
not feeJready to receive it for afew days, and the whole 
seems ti have undergone the governor’s revision—re- 
taining he substance of the Camden copy generally, but 
very miterially changing the phraseology. We had pre- 
pared tle Camden copy for insertion, but, at alate hour, 
aceidenally discovered that something was wrong, and 
were cmpelled to “‘over-ruin’? the whole matter at a 
time wien the sheet containing it ought to have been in 
the pres, to our very great mortification—as all pub- 
lishers tel on occasions of this sort, in the waste of time, 
loss of hor, and derangement of business. 

Weperees to have made this explanation in our last 
paper—sout the ‘‘wreck of matier” in the effort to insert 
the repit of the seeretary of the treasury, interfered 
and preented it. Still, the remarks that we made on 
the Eraversise of the message, niay as well apply to the 
revised jopy. ‘The governor thinks that ‘‘all constitu- 
tional ad fair legislation” was struck at by the ‘‘self- 
coustitupd body,” at Harrisburg, in fuvor of domestic 
industry but adverted not toa like self-constituted body 
which atembled at Philadelphia in 1820, arainst do- 
mestic Nlustry—or the late proceedings of the self-con- 
stituted pdy at Charleston, (the capital city of his own 
state), ¢lled ‘the chamber of commerce,” on the same 
side of te question. We only ask, that he will measure 
all thing by the same ryle. The man that keeps one 
set of masures to purchase with, and another set to sell 
by—is tit much esteemed among his fellows, Mr. 'Tay- 
Jor is n¢ one of those who would knowingly act thus— 
he woul despise it: but he should recollect, that the 
merchats, seven years before, did the self-same thing 
that he lames the farmers and manufacturers for doing— 
and thathose modest gentlemen, making up the things 
kno rn ¢“‘chambers of commerce,” have long attempted 
to dicta the policy of our government by secret meet- 
ings, tovhich only their own class was admitted. Their 
petitionito congress are as plentiful as pieces of bob- 
bin—aninot much mere valued because ot their super- 
abundane and assumed authority. But the Harrisburg 
Convenon was held in clear day-light—and a British 
agent ws there to note the proceedings—to hear all 
that wasgaid, and report to his masters all that was done. 
And eve he, incognito as he thought himself, was so in- 
significatly treated, as hardly to be esteemed worthy of 
pointingyat by those who happened to know his “ever- 
watch{u? and cunning English phiz. ‘There were no 
secrets t) obtain; he could only report that he had seen 
a large bdy of plain business-men ponerse from 
thirteen tates of this union, who had resolved, so far as 
their inflence might go, that British cloths, &c. should 
not be usd in the United States while Britain prohibited 
the consimption of American flour, &e.—and the veriest 
‘John BM” that ever existed would not summon up 
impudeng enough to pronounce this resolution wrong, 
unless in denial of the independence of our country: 
and even or that, the pattern-card hireling would have 
been laugied at. 
Mr. Binns, editor of the Philadelphia ‘“Democratic 
Press” his long been subject to a more general sus- 
picion or jclief than he himself supposed, of having been 
guilty of acrificing the life of the rev. Mr. O’Coigley to 
save his oyvn—and by an act of the basest treachery to 
his friend, whe was executed, on very stight grotnds, im 
1798, as bang concerned in the revolution attempted by 
the Irish people. 

Under date of the 6th of the present month, Mr. Binns 
has published a small pamphlet, clearly rier: | and 
niost conclusively proving—proving beyond all doubt, 
that the calumny was fabricated by eertain leading poli- 








truth rests upon the accusation! - To show how this vile 
transaction “was hatched and brought forth, the whole 
narrative should be given—at present we cannot yield 
room fer it, but the facts are briefly these: Certain poli- 
tical scoundrels, “men of principle according to their 
interest,”’ of one of the factions which have vexed Penn- 
sylvania, and personal enemies of Mr. Binns, having ob- 
tained a copy of the Maidstone trials in 1798, first gave it 
out, in dark hints, that there was something mysterious 
in them, as affecting the character of the editor of the 
“Press; and having thus duly whetted the public oe’ 
tite for scandal, they at last ventured upon the publica- 
tion of a letter really written by O’Coigley, to which they 
made various additions, hinting at the baseness and trea- 
chery of ‘*B****,” all which was greedily swallowed 
and very generally believed—for it was hardly to be sup- 
posed that the bitterness of party could have invented a 
talschood so heinous. Mr. Binns publishes the forged 
letter by the side of the genuime one, and the interpola- 
tions are manifest—the letter having no complaint against 
Mr. B. or any other of his friends. ‘These things are 
presented in a form that compels a belief in their truth; 
and of that dark charge, Mr. Binns is triumphantly ac- 
quitted: but he adds an extract from a letter from Arthuc 
Connor, dated at Paris in 1811, which speaks of him 
in terms of highest approbation—saying that his conduct 
‘twas full of honor and manly firmness.” ‘Never did 
man behave himself better than Binns on that oceasion”— 
vefering to what happened at the arrest of O’Coigley. 
The names of the parties.to this foul conspiracy, except 
that of **L. P. Franks” who was the chief agent in it, are 
not given. It seems that they have passed away to ‘‘the 


| judgment,” and are no longer present to feel the indig- 


nation which such conduct merits. It is long since that 
we had any particular regard for Mr. Binns, or any cor- 
respondence or communication with him, exeept through 
the medium of our respective publications. It is very 
probable that this calumny had an insensible effect upon 
us, and we have very often differed with him in our pri- 
vate political opinions—but we rejoice at this late act of 
justice which has been rendered to him, touching a trans- 
action so base as that which foul party imputed. 

it may be properto add, that Mr. Binns had several 
times before denied and refuted the accusation, as he 
thought would be satisfactory to the publice—but it was not 
so to ail persons. And while his yindication of bimself 
is so complete, we must confess ourselves shocked at the 
depravity of heart which committed this forgery, to ren- 
der him infamous and blast the reputation even of his 
children. 





A comptimMeNT. In the proceedings of congress, it 
will be seen that the house of representatives, (without 
opposition), has been pleased to receive the volumes of 
this work subsequent to the period at which the pur- 
chase of ten copies was sederel, This proceeding, be- 
cause of certain illiberal and unjust things which had been 
said, is peculiarly agreeable to as—and, we think, will 

rove useful to the house, if we may judge by the past— 

rom the gallery, we have had the curiosity to count 
the volumesof the Reeister lying on the desks of the 
members, and, more than once, found them to exceed 
forty—once forty seven, aud on almost as many different 
desks. ‘This shews the extent of the references made 
to it—and a shall happen te impeach its reputation 
in that respect. We owe our thanks to the speaker for 
the prompt and polite attention he paid to our request for 
“instruction,” whether we should, or should not, pre- 
pare those subsequent volumes. It was not wished, on 
the one hand, to obirude them,—vor on the other, to be 
charged with neglect in not supplying them. It is a smal! 
matter to the publie—and, asa pecuniary affair, unimpor- 
tant—but of some personal feeling, and, on that account 
thus noticed. 





PETITIONS TO CONGRESS, requesting the further pro- 
tection of wool and woollens, iron, &c.as recommended 
by the Harrisburg Convention, are eirculated and sign- 
ing in many parts of the country, and by persons of either 
political party; and a full resolution in favor of the pro- 
ceeding has passed the house of representatives of Penn- 





ticians in Philadetphia in 1809, and that no shadow of 


sylvania, almost unanimously. We have not room at pre- 
sent to give these things in detail. 
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On the other side, a petition signed by 1562 inhabitants | 


of Boston, has been presented to the senate of the United 
States, by Mr. Hayne, of South Carolina, against any in- 
crease of duties on imposts, ‘‘and especially of the im- 
portant and essential article of woollen goods.” Mr. H. 
expressed the satisfaction he felt in ‘‘receiving this une- 
quivocal evidence, that the cause of free trade and unres- 
tricted industry was not lost in the east.” 

Let the east send codfish or oil to England, or the 
middle send wheat, in barter for woollens, and tell us 
the ‘‘free trade” result of either proceeding! 

Batrimonre anv Onto RAIL ROAD. Speculators want- 
ing something to amuse themselves, have set-to, as the 
pugilists say, to batter one another with the scrip of this 
company. The share, when fully paid up, will bave a 

r value of $100—as yet only one dollar on each has 

n paid, but the evidences of shares have been sold for 
15, and 20 is now asked. We should not be surprised 
if thirty dollars shall soon be paid. This proceeding, we 
learn, is much regretted by the body of the stockholders, 
who entered into this business more with a resolution to 
make the road than to obtain a high interest on their 
money—but the prospect of both is, at present, eneourag- 
ing, and speculation must have its day. 

mong the motions made in the legislature, at Harvis- 

burg, last week, we notice one, by Mr. Alter, that the 
state subscribe to the stock of the Baltimore Fai! Road. 
one half the amount of what that portion of it shall cost, 
which is made in Pennsylvania, on condition that Cham- 
bersburg and Pittsburg, are made points in said road.— 
‘This was twice read and adopted in said huuse. 





Franck ann Auorens. A battle took place between 
the French and Algerine squadrons on the morning of 
the Sd of October, in which either party sustained but 
little loss. The action continued for two hours and a 

uarter, when it ceased, and little dispo-ition was mani- 
fvsted to renew it. ‘The Algerine squadron went into 
the port array in as good order as they left it, un- 
molested by the French, who steered a northwesterly 
course; but it has since resumed the blockade. ; 





Navat. The U.S. schdoner Porpoise had a brush 
with a party of Greek pirates, and recaptured an English 
brig. About 40 of the pirates were killed by the fire of 
te boats of the Porpoise, or drowned. 

‘The Grampus has arrived at New York from Matan- 
gas, with the remains of the late licut. Allen, which are 
to be interred at Hudson. 

Capt. Morgan is to command the new sloop of war 
Pulmouth, fitting at Charlestown. 

Our squadron in the Mediterranean is ‘all well.” 





IMPORTANT FROM GREECE, 
[From the London Courier of .Vovember 10. } 


‘KOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THE COMBINED TURKISH AND 
EGYPTIAN FLEETS. 

We have this day to announce another splendid trinmph 
achieved by the British navy, which, we trust, will not 
Le the less gratifying to the public because it has been 
performed in conjunction with our allies, and for the pro- 
twetion of the unoflending population ef Greece. 

Despatches were this morning received at the adimiral- 
ty, announcing a brilliant victory obtained on the 20th 
Uctober, in the port of Navarino, by the English, French 
and Russian squadrons, over the coimbined Vurkish and 
Egyptian fleets. 


The battle was fought at anchor, and was, necessarily, 
bloody and destructive. ‘The numerical superiority of 





| 


the Ottoman force was immense, butthe result has been, | 


we are proud to say, the eniire destruction of the whole 
Lurkish feet!! 

We have received, in a private letter, the following 
statement of the conflicting forces, aud of the result. 

English force. ‘Vhree sail of the hwne, four frigates, 
one corvette, three brigs. 

French force. Vhree sail of the line, two frigates, two 
schooners, 

Russian force. Four sail of the Mue, four frigates. 

‘Lotal ot the allics—26 sail. 





Turkish force. Three sail of the line, four doubh: 
frigates, nineteen frigates, fourteen brigs, twenty-four 
corvettes, six fire ships. 

Total—70 sail. 

There were besides, about forty transportsand other 
vessels formed behind the Turkish fleet. The result is: 
one Turkish line of battle ship burned; twodriven on 
shore; wrecks—one double frigate sunk; one «n shore, a 
wreck; two burned—fifteen frigates burnt and ‘sunk; 
three on shore, wrecks; one on shore, masts tanding— 
fifteen corvettes burned and sunk; four on shor, wrecks 
—nine brigs burnt and sunk; one on shore, mats stand. 
ing—six fire ships destroyed, and three transports, 

So that it appears that of the whole seventy essels of 
war, Only eight of the smaller classes were aflat, which 
is probably to he accounted for from their smal draft of 
water, enabling them to haul in elose under thebatterics 
ashore, and which appear to have beeu very fornidable. 

We regret to say, that the loss of the allies jas been 
considerable, though nothing like what might ve beea 
expecied from the numerical superiority of tht enemy, 
aud the obstinacy of the conflict. 

Ve understand that the British loss has beerabout 70 
killed aud 180 wounded. ‘The only officer of sigh rank 
killed, was captain Bathurst, of the Genoa. Tk French 
squadron lost about 40 killed, and 140 woundd. We 
have notheard the loss of the Russians. 

Ii is stated that affairs were brought to this eriis by the 
bad faith and craclty of Ibrahim Pacha, who, fidmg that 
he would not be aliowed to commit naval hostities, re- 
solved, in defiance of the armistice, aud in brech of his 
solemn promises, to wreak his vengeance onhe whole 
Greek population; and this savage deter minato he was 
carrying into effect, by burning houses, destr¢ing agri- 
culture and trees, and even massacreing Woine and chil- 
dren. 

Our readers will recollect that this was theute which 
Ibrahim denounced, some months since, gainst the 
Greeks We congratulate the country, that te arms of 
the allies, seconding the indignation of civilizd Europe, 
have not only, (as we hope), rescued Greece ‘om these 
horrible extremities of barbarian warfare, bt have in- 
flicted a sevcre vengeance upon the perpetrates of such 
atrocities. 

London Gazette Extraordinary, of Jov. 10. 
AvMIRALTY O¥Ficse, November I, 1827. 

Despatches, of which the following are cows or ex- 
tracts, have been this dav received at this offict address 
ed to John Wilson Croker, esq. by vice admil sir Ed- 
ward Codrington, K. C. 8B. commander-in-cief of his 
najesty’s ships in the Mediterranean:— 

H.s majestu’s ship Asia, in the port of favarino, 
October 2, 1827. 

Sir:—I bave the honor of informing his roy] highness 
the lord high admiral, that my colleagues, cont Heyden 
and Chevelier de Rigny, having agreed with ae that we 
should come inte this port, in order to indue Ibrahim 
Pacha to discontinue the brutal war of extrmination, 
which he has been carrying on since his returthere trom 
iis failure in the gulph of Patras, the combine! squadrons 
passed the batteries, in order to take up theiumuchorage, 
at about two o’clock yesterday afternoon. 

‘Vhe Turkish ships were moored in the fora of a cres- 
cent, with springs on their cables, the large ones pre- 
senting their broadsides towards the centre, he smaller 
ones in suceession within them, filling up te intervals. 

The combined fleet was formed im the ordr of sailing 
in two columns, the British and Freneh prming the 
whether or starbord line, and the Russian te lee Hine. 

The Asia led in, followed by the Genoa nd Albion, 
aud anchored close alongside a ship of the Ine, bearing 
the flag of Capitana bey, another ship of thi line, and a 
large double banked frigate, each thus laving their 
proper opponent in the front line of the TTuskish fleet. 

The four ships to windward, part of the Egyptian 
squadron, were allotted to the squadron of ;ear-admiral 
de Riguy; and those to leeward, in the bight of the cres- 
cent, were to mark the sections of the whole Russian 
squadron; the ships of their line closing those of the Eng- 
lish line, and being followed up by their own frigates. 
The French frigate Armide was directed to place herseli 
alongside the outermost frigate on the left hand entering 
the Karbour; and the Cambrian, Glasgow and Talbot next 
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to her, and abreast of the Asia, Genoa and Albion; the 

outh and the Masquito, the Rose, the Brisk, and 
the Philomel were to look after the six fire vessels at 
the entrance of the harbour. I gave orders that no gun 
should be fired, unless guns were first fired by the Turks; 
and those orders were strictly observed. The three 
English ships were accordingly permitted to pass the bat- 
teries to moor, as they did with great rapidity, without 
any act of open hostilities, although there was evident 
preparations for it on board all the Turkish ships; but 
upon the Dartmouth sending a boat to one of the fire ves- 
sels, lieut. G. W. H. Fitzroy and several of her crew 
were shot with musketry. This produced a defensive 
fire of musketry from the Dartmouth and La Syrene, 
bearing the flag of rear-admaral de Rigny. That was 
succeeded by a cannon shot at the rear admiral from one 
of the Turkish ships, which, of course, brought on a re- 
turn, and thus, very shortly afterwards, the battle became 
general. The Asia, although placed alongsi'e of the 
ship of the Capitana bey, was even nearer to that of Mo- 
harem bey, the commander of the Egyptian ships; and 
since his ship did not fire at the Asia, although the ac- 
tion was begun to windward, neither did the Asia fire at 
her. The latter indeed sent a message “that he would 
not fire at all,” and therefore no hostility took place be- 
tween our two ships, for some time after the Asia had 
returned the fire of the Capitana bey. 

In the mean time, however, our excellent pilot, Mr. 
Peter Mitchell, who went to interpretto Moharem my 
desire to avoid bloodshed, was killed by his people in 
our boat alongside. Whether with or without his order 
1 know not; but his ship soon alterwards fired mto the 
Asia, and was consequently effectually destroyed by the 
Asia’s fire, sharing the same fate as his brother admiral 
on the starboard side, and falling to lceward a mere 
wreck. ‘These ships being out of the way, the Asia be- 
came exposed te a raking fire from vessels in the se- 
cond and third line, which carried away her mizen mast 
by the board, disabled some of her guns, and killed and 
wounded several of thecrew. This narration of the pro- 
ceedings of the Asia would probably be equally applicable 
to most of the other ships of the other fleet. ‘The man- 
ner in which the Genoa and Albion took their stations 
was beautiful: and the conduct of my brother admirals, 
count Heyden, and the chevalier de Rigny, throughout, 
was admirable and bighly exemplary. 

Capt. Fellowes executed the part allotted to-him per- 
feetly, and with the able assistance of his littk: Lut brave 
detachment, saved the Syrene from being burnt by the 
fire vessels. And the Cambrain, Glasgow, and ‘Talbot, 
following the fine example of Capitam Hugon, of the 
Armide, who was opposed to the leading frigate of the 
line, effectually destroyed their opponents, and also si- 
lenced the batteries. ‘This bloody and destructive battle 
wus continued, with unabated fury, for four hours, and 
the seene of wreck and devastation which presented it- 
sulf at its termination was such as has been seldom wit- 
uessed. As each ship of our opponents became effectu- 
ally disabled, such of her crew as could escape from 
her, endeavored to set her on fire, and it is wonderful how 
we avoided the effects of their sucecssive and awful ex- 
plosions., 

It is impossible for me to say too much for the able 
and zealous assistance which I cerived from capt. Cur- 
zon throughout this long and arduous contest; nor can I] 
say more than it deserves for the conduct of commander 
Baynes and the officers and crew of the Asia, for the per- 
teetion with which the fire of thei guns was direeted; 
cach yessel in turn, to which her broadside was pre- 
sented, became acomplete wreck. His royal highness 
will be aware, that so complete a victory by a few, how- 
ever | ea against an excessive uumber, however 
individually inferior, cannot be acquired but at a consi- 
derable sacrifice of life; accordingly | have to lament the 
loss of captain Bathurst, of the Genoa, whose example on 
this occasion is well worthy the imitation of his survivors, 
Captain Bell, commanding the royal marines of the Asia, 
au excellent officer, was killed early im the action, in the 
tieady performance of his duty; and I have to mourn the 
dvath of Mr. William Smith, the master, admired for the 
zeal and ability with which he executed his duty, and be- 
loved by all for his private qualities as a man. Mr. Henry 
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sion from a splinter, ] am deprived temporarily of his 
valuable assistance in collecting and keeping up the ge- 
neral returns and communications of the squadrons; [ 
shall therefore retain in my office Mr. E. J. T. White, 
his first clerk, whom I have nominated to succeed the 
purser of the Brisk. I feel much personal obligation to 
the hon. lieut. col. Craddock, for his readiness, during 
the heat of the battle in carrying my orders and messages 
to the different quarters after my aides-de-camp were 
disabled; but I will beg permission to refer his royal 
lughness for further particulars of this sort to the details 
of the killed and wounded, a subject which it is painful 
for me to dwell upon; when I contemplate, as I do with 
extreme sorrow, the extent of our loss, 1 console myself 
with the reflection, that the measure which produced the 
hattle was absolutely necessary for obtaining the results 
contemplated by the treaty, and that it was brought on 
entirely by our opponents: 

When I found that the boasted Ottoman word of honor 
was madea sacrifice to wanton, savage devastation, and 
that a base advantage was taken of our reliance upon Ibra- 
him’s good faith, 1 felt a desive to punish the offenders. 
But it wasmy duty to refrain, and refrain I did; and Eean 
ussure your royal highness, that I would still have avoid- 
ed this disastrous extremity, if other means had been 
open tome. The Asia, Genoa, and Albien, have each 
suffered so much, that is my mtention to send them to 
England as soon as they shall have received the necessa- 
ry repairs for the voyage. The Talbot, being closely 
engaged with a double banked frigate, has also suffered 
considerably, as well as others of the smaller vessels; 
but | hope their defects are not more than ean be made 
good at Malta. The loss of men in the Turko-Egyptian 
ships must have been immense, as his royal highness 
will see by the accompanying list, obtained from the 8e- 
cretary of the Capitana bey, which includes two out of 
the three ships to which the English division was oppos- 
ed. Captain Curzon having preferred continuing to as- 
sist me in the Asia, ! have given the charge of my de- 
spatches to commander Jord Viscount Ingestre, who be- 
sides having a brilliant share in the action, is well compe- 
tent to give his royal highness the lord high admiral any 
further particulars he may require. 

I enclose, for his royal highnes’s further information, a 
ictter from captain Hamilton, descriptive of the pro- 
ceedings of Ibrahim Pacha, and the misery of the coun- 
try which he has devastated.—a protocol of the conference 
which 1 had with my colleagues: and the plan and order 
for entering the port, which I gave out im consequence. 
[have the honor to be &e. 

(Signed) E. CODRINGTON, vice admiral. 
FRENCH OFFICIAL ACCOUNT. 
Paris, November 8. 

We have received the following news from our squad- 
ron in the Archipelago, dated Oct. 22. 

On the 20th, at noon, the wind being favourable, sig 
nals were made to prepare for action; every one took hr 
post, the English admiral’s ship, the Asia, leading, fol- 
lowed by the Albion and the Genoa; the Syrene trigate 
bearing the flag of admiral de Rigny, the Seipio, the Tri- 
dent, and the Breslau; then the Russian admiral count 
Heiden, followed by three ships of the line and four fri- 
gaies. 

The Turks had formed a crescent on the contour of 
the bay, in a tripie Line, making a total of three ships af 
the line, arazee, sixteen frigates, twenty seven large cor- 
vettes, and as many brigs. 

The principal foree was assembled towards the right 
Fon entering, and composed of four large frigates, two 
ships of the line, a large frigate, a ship of the line, three 
frigates of various sizes finishing the line, and strength- 
encd in the second line by corvettes and brigs. 


Six fire-ships were placed at the extremities of the ere- 
scent, to be able to fall upon the combined squadrons, if 
an engagement should take place, and to the windward 
of which they were naturally placed. 

The English frigate Dartmouth, capt. Fellowes, had 
been sent to Navarino, two days before, with a letter to 
Tbrahim from the three admirals; but this Ietter had been 





6, Drer, my sceretary, having received a severe conty- 


sent back without answer, under the pretence that True 
him was not present. 
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At two o’clock the Asia entered the port, and had 
passed the batteries at half past two; it anchored along- 
side the Turkish admiral, and was followed by the other 

lish ships. 

he Syrene followed, and at 25 minutes past two, cap- 
tain Robert anchored at within pistol shot of the first tri- 
gate of the Turkish line; at this moment a boat belonging 
to the Dartmouth, came near one of the fire ships, near 
which that frigate had cast anchor afew minutes before, 
when a musket shot from this fire-ship killed the English 
officer who commanded the boat. The Syreng was then 
so near the fire-ship, that it might have sunk it, ‘if it could 
have been done without endangering the English boat; 
the Dartmouth then opened a fire of musketry at the fire- 
ship, in order to cover its boat. Almost at the same 
minute the Syrene was yard-arm and yard arm with the 
Key pian double banked frigate. The Esnina, admiral 
De Rigny, hailed it with the speaking trampet, saying, 
that if it did not fire, he would not fire at it; at the same 
justant two cannon shots were fired from one of the ves- 
sels which. were astern of the Syrene, on board of which 
aman was killed; the other appeared to be directed 
against the Darmouth. ‘The battie now began. 


It is to be observed, that almost at the same time that 
«his was passing at the entrance, admiral Codrington sent 
x boat towards the vessel bearing the admiral’s flag, and 
that the English pilot was killed by a musket shot on 
board the boat with the flag of truce. 

The battle soon became general; the Russian vessels 
had to support the fire of theforts, which only began to 
fire upon the fifth vessel, which was the Trident. At 
five o’clock in the afternoon, the first line of the Turks 
was destroyed—the ships of the line and cut down fri- 
gates sunk, or burned; the remainder ran upon the coast, 
where the enemy themselves set fire to them. 

Of this formidablearmament, there remain afloat only 
about 20 corvettes and brigs, and even these are abandon- 
ed. 

Thus has been fulfilled the threat held out to Ibrahim, 





that if a cannon was fired upon the allied flags, the fate 
of the whole fleet would be at stake. | 

Ibrahim was not present: for this fortnight past he has 
been iaying waste the Morea, rooting up the olives, vines, 
fig-trees, Ke. 


In this unforseen engagement there were of course | 
some vessels, which, by their position, have suffered | 


more than the cthers: what is certain is, that in each 
squadron all have rivaled each other in doing their duty. 


His majesty’s brig the Armide, which; at the beginning 
of the action was placed with the English frigate ‘Talbot, 
at the left extremity of the erescent, was exposed, with 
its brave comrade, to the fire of five Turkish frigates, till 
the -arrival of the Russian frigates. Capt. Hugon has re- 
ceived unanimous felicitations for the boldness of his ma- 
neuvres, and the gallantry with which he fought the ves- 
sels opposed to him. ‘The Scipio, capt. Milires, whose 
bowsprit was entangled with a fire-ship that was in flames, 
had to extinguish the fire on board four times without 
ceasing to fight, firing at the same time to the right and 
left on the enemy’s line, and on the forts. 


In consequence of the position taken by capt. Maurice, 
of the Trident, admiral de Rigny received the most com- 
plete assistance from that vessel. 

Captain la Bretonniere, of the Breslau, fought first 
under sail, and then at anchor, going wherever his pre- 
senee might be useful. The Russian admiral bas retarn- 
ed special thanks to admiral de Rigny for the assistance 
which he received from the Breslau, at the moment 
when the Azof suffered severely from the cross fire of 
the enemy. 

The Aleyone and the Daphne, schooners, bravely par- 
ticipated in the attack upon the first fire-ships made by | 
the English brigs and corvettes. 

In a word, whatever opposed the allied vessels was 
speedily overcome, notwithstanding the desperate bravery 
shown by some Turkish vessels, 

Admiral de Rigny has felt himself bound to return 
particular thanks to captain Fellowes, of his Britannic 
majesty’s frigate the Dartmouth, which was appointed to 
watch the fire ship, for the timely suecour which he af- 
forded him when one of the fire ships, in flames, was on 





the poiut of falling on the Syrene. 


oe. 


Our squadron had 43 killed, and 114 wounded. Cap. 
tain de la Bretonniere was slightly wounded. Our squad. 
ron has suffered great damage. Two of our ships of the 
line are obliged to return to Toulon to repair their masts, 
The Syrene in particular has sustained great injury: its 
main and mizen masts are shot away; the two lower yards 
and maintop yard are shot away, and it has six shots be- 
tween wind and water. 

The Trident is going to Smyrna to meet the Junon, 
the Pomone, and the other light vessels, to supply the 
wants of the moment, and to expect new directions. 

The English corvette the Rose has gone to Smyrna, 
whence couriers will be despatched to Constantinople to 
announce this important event. Captain Reverseaux, of 
the Pomone, had instructions to protect the French sub. 
jeets. 

Chevalier de Rigny speaks in high terms of the cor- 
a and efficacious coperations of the admirals, his col- 

eagues. 

Some days before the battle, admiral de Rigny had 
intimated to the French, who were employed on board 
ibrahimn’s fleet, that the mode of warfare recently adopt- 
ed by the ‘Turks, and the violation of his word by Ibra- 
him, authorised him to call upon them to quit that ser 
vice. Only one of them did not consider the occasion 
sufficiently urgent to obey this summons. It is not known 
whether he persevered. 

Our crews have justified the confidence of the king; iu 
each vessel, the cry of “vive le roi’’ spontaneously ‘ac- 
companied the first broadside. 

This squadron had befove it, for sore hours, a dread- 
ful scene. Conceive about 50 ships of war, of all rates, 
firing in a narrow basin, in a triple Line; the burning of 
some, and the explosions which ensued. 

When the first frigate, yard arm to yard erm with our 
vessels, took fire and blew up, the Syrene was so near a- 
stern, that its mizeu-mast fell on that frigate, which was 
soon followed by the main mast. 


Additional items. 

The actual loss of the British, from the returns made 
from the several vessels, was 75 killed and 197 wound- 
ed—of the French 43 killed, 79 severely wounded and 
65 slightly wounded—total 187 killed avd wounded. 
The Russian loss is not yet reported. : 

The king of England, as a mark of high approval of 
the officers, seamen and marines at Navarin, has con~ 
ferred upou vice admiral Codrington a grand cross of the 
order of the Bath—nominating at the same time all the 
captains and conimanders who shared in the honor of the 
day, to be knights commanders of that most honorable 
order. 

His royal highness the lord high admiral, has promot- 
ed to the rank of post captain all the commanders who 
were serving in the ships engaged with the Turkish fleet 
—the senior lieutenant of each ship to the rank of com- 
mander, and the senior mate serving on board, to the 
rank of lieutenant. We also understand that such of the 
mates and midshipmen, wounded im the action, as had 
served their time, ae been likewise promoted.—[ Sun, 

The destruction of the Turks must have been dread- 
ful—but the returns are not fully given. The vessels 
were full of men. The admiral’s ship lost 650 killed— 
another of the line 400, the loss m the others not stated. 
The total loss must, from the nature of the fight and its 
result, have amounted to several thoysand-—and it is ewi- 
dent that the Turks fought gallantly—with desperation! 

The Austrian government is now represented as ad- 
vising the sublime porte to submit to the demands of the 
allies, and hopes were entertained by many individuals in 
Paris, that its counsel would prevail. 

Various other papers and particulars must be laid over 
for the next Reeisrer—The event is so important that 
all which belongs to it should be preserved. 

Lucien Bonaparte’s son is said to have been killed an 
board the Hellas, in attempting to unload a pistol. This 
is indeed a fatality. The young man had not the good 
fortune of his family, nor the star of his uncle Napoleon. 





TWENTIETH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 
December 13. In addition to the proceedings of this 
day already inserted, we add the following. 
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Mr. Hendricks submitted the following resolution 
whieh was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire what farther provision is necessary to 
be made by the law for bringing into market the lands 
lately purchased from the Indians. 

The following committee of five was appointed by bal- 
lot: Messrs. ricks, Marks, Bates, Thomas, and 

r. Berrien submitted a resolution, which was agreeG 
to, enquiring into the expediency of providing by law 
for the trial and decision of claims to lands derived 
or allege! to be derived otherwise than from the United 
States, in the several states or territories thereof. 

December 14. Petitions were presented by Messrs. 
Smith, of Md. Hayne, Noble, Ruggles, and Kane, and 
referred to their appropriate committees. 

Mr. Smith, of t presented the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
terms allowed to exporters of foreign merchandise, of 
the right of drawbacks, to two years; and also the expe- 
dieney of repealing so much of the existing law as im- 

oses a charge of two anda half per cent. on the draw- 
acks of goods, wares, and merchandise, exported from 
the United States. 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the secretary 
af the treasury to cause public ware-houses to be erect- 
ed in the principal cities of the United States. 

Resolved, That the same committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing drawbacks on 
any proportion of such packages asmay be deposited in 
the public warehouses, and which are under the charge 
of the revenue officer. 

Mr. Smith also presented the petition of Robert Hall, 
a subject of Great Britain, praying for further indem- 
unification for the destruction of the ship Union; which 
was read, and on the question, whether it should be re- 
ferred to the committee on claims? 

An animated but brief debate took place. The reso- 
lution was opposed by Messsrs. Eaton, Hayne and Ben- 

ton on the ground that the senate was not the proper tri- 
bunal for the redress of the grievances of British subjects. 

Mr. Smith in reply stated that the petition and papers 
had been. received and referred by the other ideas 
The vessel mentioned in the petition had been seized, 
and the cargo forfeited, on the day after the peace. And 
in awarding the indemnification ata former period, in- 
stead of obtaining the invoice of the cargo taken in at 
Sumatra, after leaving Calcutta, the invoice of the cargo 
taken in at Caleutta had been resorted to. The conse- 
quence was, that an indemnification was awarded to the 
petitioner for less in value than the loss which he really 
sustained. Congress was now asked to rectify the inju- 
ry, growing entirely out of a mistake, and he hoped no 
obstruction would be thrown in the way of such an object. 

— motion of Mr. .Macon the petition was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Harrison moved that the secretary be ordered to 
cause seats to be prepared for the accommodation of the 
reporters of the proeeedings, the late improvements 
rendering it impossible for persons sitting in the gallery 
to understand the business transacted below. [Agreed 
to on Monday, the location of the seats being confid- 
ed to the vice president. } 

After leave had been granted to bring in several bills, 

the following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. 

Barton, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, Tiat the committee on the judiciary be in- 

structed to inquire into the expediency of providing, by 
law, amode in which sureties of public officers and agents 


may compel the United States f use due diligence in }- 


coercing their principals to timely and final settlements 


of their accounts; or, in default thereof, of diseharging 


such sureties from liabilities, as in cases of private trans- 
actions, 

Sundry bills, which were yesterday read the first time, 
now were read a second time and referred. 

Mr. King, having obtained leave, introduced a bill 
to authorize those purchasers of public lands who have 
relinquished the same, under the provisions of the seve- 


enter the same at a fixed price; which was twice read 
and referred. 


On motion of Mr. Williams, it was ordered, that when 


the senate adjourn, it adjourn to Monday next; The 
senate then went into the consideration of executive bu- 
siness, and after a short time spent therem—Adjourned. 


December 17. Mr. Webster appeared, was qualified, 


and took his seat. 


Mr. Smith from the committee on commerce, reported 


a bill to repeal in part the duty on imported salt. 


Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in« 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing all 


ony mC duties on foreign vessels and any merchan- 
dise importe 


therein, when they belong to nations who 
have adopted or shall adopt a similar rule concerning 


the vessels of the United States and their cargoes. 


Mr. Dickerson introduced a bill for a distribution of 
a portion of the revenue of the United States amongst the 
several states, which was read, and ordered toa second 
reading. 

Mr. Johnson of Ky. submitted a resolution authoriz- 
ing the examination of certain places, as to their fitness for 
the establishment of armories, similar to the one at Har- 
pers ferry and Springfield. {Agreed to next day. ] 

The resolutions offered by Mr. Smith on Friday were 
agreed to,the words ‘‘principal cities” being stricken 
out, on motion of Mr. Chandler. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. the bill explanatory 
of an act entitled an act to reduce and fix the military 
peace establishment of the United States, passed March 
2d, 1821, was taken up and considered in the commit- 
tee of the whole. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the 2d section was strick- 
en out, and the bill as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Hayne, of South Carolina, presented the memo- 
rial of sundry citizens of Boston and its vicinity, praying 
that no further duties be imposed on importations, partic- 
ularly on woollens. 

Mr. Hayne, on presenting the memorial observed that 
it related to the principles of free trade, in the support of 
which we had engaged in two wars, and on the perma- 
nenee of which our national prosperity depended. [t was 
signed by fifteen hundred citizens of Boston and its vici- 
nity, embracing many of the most enlightened mer- 
chants, with many of the judicious manufacturers of 
that metropolis. ‘They pray that congress will not in- 
erease the duties on importations, especially on woollens. 
‘The memorial was written with uncommon ability, and 
its facts and statements were so replete with good sense, 
candor and moderation, that it could not fail to command 
the most respectful attention from this boby. He had a 
few days ago, the honor of presenting a similar memo- 
rial from the citizens of Charleston. He was happy to 
witness the movements on the part of the merchants, the 
agriculturists and the judicious manutacturers of the 
United States, and he trusted that, through their co-op- 
eration, the country would be relieved from the curse of 
the prohibitory system, 

Mr. Hayne then read a letter.addressed to him by a 
committee to Mr Hayne the presentation of their me- 
morial and the defence of its principles. 

The memorial was then read, and on motion of Mr. 
Hayne, was referred to the committee on manufactures 
and ordered to be printed. 

The senate then adjourned. 

December 18. After the reception of petitions and 
their reference to the appropriate committees, 

Mr. Jodbdins introduced a-bill to provide tor the de- 
cision of controversies between the several states of the 
union, which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, the memorials and pe- 
titions of individuals having suffered by French s olia- 
tions prior to the year 1800, were ordered to be referred 
to a select committee of seven. 

The senate then ballotted for the several members of 
the committee, when Messrs. Chambers, Webster, Ber- 
rien, Tazewell, Parris, Hayne, and Johnston, of Lou. 
were elected, 

Mr. Ruggles intvoduced a bill for the completion and 
repair of the Cumberland road, from Bridgeport to Zanes- 





ral acts for the relief of purchasers of public lands, to re- 


ville, in the state of Ohio, and for the survey of the same 
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‘between Zanesville to the capital of the state of Missouri; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

A resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Ridgley, 
for the appointment of a committee of five, to revise the 
yules of the senate, was considered and agreed to, when 
the following gentlemen were appointed by ballot to con- 
stitute the committee. Messrs. Ridgley, Ruggles, King, 
Macon, and Foot. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Woodbury, 
toconsider the expediency of abolishing all discriminating 
duties on the vessels of foreign powers, extending the 
same measure to those of this country, was considered 
and agreed to. 

A bill ee forthe appointment of Daniel Bissell 
‘as colonel of the second regiment of artillery, was read a 
‘third time and passed. 

The bill to provide for the distribution of a portion of 
fhe revenue of the United States among the several states 
of the union, was read a second time and referred to a 
“select, committee consisting of Messrs. Deckerson, 
Branch, Rowan, Smith of Md. Berrien, .Tuzewell, and 

Webster. 

On motion of Mr. Wodle, the bill to authorize the 
state of Indiana to sell the lands heretofore appropriated 
to the use of schoolsin that state, was taken up, ond, 
after Messrs Barton and Node had delivered their sen- 
timents on the subject, was ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading. 

The bill to repeal, in part, the duty on salt, was then 
taken up for consideration, but in consequence of seve- 
ral members not being in their seats, it was laid on the 
table, when the senate adjourned. 

December 19. Mr. Silsbee submitted a resolution en- 
quiring into the expediency of reducing the present rate 
of duties on wines and teas. 

Mr. Harrison introduced a bill for the prevention of 
desertions in the army and for other purposes. 

A resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Johnson, of 
Ken. relative to light houses, light vessels, &ce. on the 
coast of Florida, was considered and agreed to. 

The report from the committec of claims, on the pe- 
tition of Wm. D. Beall, concluding with the resolution 
that the prayer of petitioner ought mot be granted, was 
‘taken up, and, after an ineffectual attempt by Mr. Smith, 
to induce the senate to strike out the word ‘‘not,” agreed 
to. This petition has yearly been before congress since 
1812, and uniformly rejected. 

The bill to authorise the state of Indiana to sell the 
lands hitherto appropriated to the use of schools in the 
state, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for abolishing imprisonment for debt was 
taken up asa special order of the day. ‘CThe«mendments 
reported trom the select commi tee, which are merely 
verbal, were agreed to, and the bill, as amended, was 

en for consideration and amendment, in the commit- 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. Johnson, in a speech of some length, eloquently 
advocated the objects of the bill, which wasthen report- 
ed, without further amendment from the committee 
of the whole; and, on motion of Mr. Johnson, the senate 
adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Vyidau, Dec. 14. Forty-five petitions and memorials 
were presented this day; among them the following: 

By Mr. Hami/ton—Remonstrances of the agrieultural 
gocieties of the parishes of St. Andrew and St John, in 
South Carolina, against an increase of the tariffon impor- 
tations. 

By .Mr. Tucker, of S. C—A remonstrance of the peo- 

le of Fairfield district, of the same tenor and effect. 

By Mr. Speaker Stevenson, of citizens of the city of 
Philadelphia, setting forth that at a general election in Oc- 
tober, 1826, in the state of Pennsylvania, for members of 
congress, upon counting the votes ‘‘in the regular con- 
gressional ballot boxes,” there was found to be an equal 
number of votes for John Sergeant and Henry Horn, upon 
which it was declared that no choice had been made: 
That, in counting the votes contained in the ‘‘coroner’s’, 
and other boxes, there was found a number of votes mn 
favor of Henry Horn, over and above those given for John 
Sergeant.” . Under these cireumstances, the memorial- 


y of instituting an investigation into the premises, and of 
eciding the important question, whether by design, ac. 
cident, or neglect, of the inspectors or judges of an elec. 
tion, in misplacing, or suffering the votes of an elector tg 
be misplaced, they may disfranchise the elector, pervert 
the intent and meaning of the constitution and laws of our 
country, and render nugatory the: inestimable right of 
election.” The memorialists ‘‘submit the opinion that no 
subsequent election can in any manner affect the important 
principle involyed in the first.” 

_ This memorial was referred to the committee of elec, 
tions, 

lt is signed by twenty-one persons, and to it is append. 
ed the following icaet “It Sine allowed, two Sines 
signers could be obtained to this memorial.” 

The speaker also presented a-memorial of Samue} 
Angus, of New York, renewing his application, formerly 
made, to be re-instated in his rank and command asa €ap- 
tain in the navy of the United States, of which he has been 
deprived by order of the executive, 

Mr. Isaacs, from the committee on public lands, re. 
ported a bill to revise, and continue in foree, the several 
aets making provision for the extinguishment of the debr 
due to the tinited States by purchasers of the public 
lands, which was made the Ab of the day for to-mor- 
row. : 

Mr. Wright, of Ohio, asked leave to introdace a bil! 
in addition to the act, entitled “an act to provide for the 
sale of lands conveyed to the United States, in certain 
cases, and tor other purposes,” passed the 26th day of 
May, eighteen hundred and twenty-four, which was re- 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary, 

The speaker \aid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, as to the case of Thaddeus 
Laughlin; it was accompanied by a communication from 
the attorney general. The see were laid on the tr- 
ble and ordered to be printed, 

The speaker communicated to the house the followinz 
letter: . 

December 12, 18:27. 

Srr: [have received from the clerk an order of the 
house requirmg me to serve on the committee of ways 
and means. . 

From some acquaintance with the duties of that com- 
mittee, acquired during six years’ experiencé in the chair, 
Lam thoroughly persuaded of my inability to discharge 
them, (in my present very feeble state of health,) with 
any degree of satisfaction to myself, or advantage to the 
public. 1, therefore, respectlully pray to be excuse: 
trom serving. 

I am, with high respect, sir, your obedient servant, 

JOHN RANDOLPH, of Roanoke. 

To Axnprew STEVENSON, ESQ. 

Speaker of the house of representatives of the U. S. 

The letter being read, the question was put, *‘will the 
house excuse Mr. /tundo/ph trom serving on the com- 
mittee of ways and means?” 

And decided in the affirmative, 

Mr. Wc Duffie then moved that a member be appoint- 
ed of the committee, so that the same be complete; which 
being agreed to, 

Mr. Smyth, of Virginia was appointed. 
Several resolutions of a private nature were disposed 
of. 

Mr. Barnard submitted the following resolution for 
consideration to-morrow: 

Resolved, Vhat the president of the United States he 
requested to communieate to this house, if not, in his 
opinion, incompatible with the public interest, the cor- 
respondence of this government with that of Great Bri- 
tain, relative to the free navigation of the river Saint Law- 
renee. SAgreedto on Monday. } 

On motion of Mr. Ward, it wags 

Resolved, That the memorials of the officers of the 
army in the late war with Great Britain, heretofore pre- 
sented, for grants of land, together with the favorable 
report of a select committee thereon, be referred to the 
committee on the public lands, and that the said eom- 





permitting the said officers to seleet a body of land ta be 


surveyed as the public lands are, onder the direction of 


the commissioners of the general land offiee, whieh sail 


ists submit to the consideration of the house ‘‘the proprie- i Iand, when so surveyed, shall be subject to be located 





mittee be instructed to inquire into the expedieney of 
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by warrants, to be issued to said officers, or to their legal 
representatives, reserving every alternate quarter section 
to the United States, and requiring as a condition, on which 
the patent shall issue and the fee’be vested, that the land, 
so located, shall be improved within ten years from the 
date of the respective warrants, 

Adjourned till Monday. 

Monday, Dec.17. A desultory discussion took place 
on the subject of the entry on the journal of Friday, of 
the edings on the bill introduced by Mr. Wright, 
of Ohio, relative to the sale of lands co -eyed to the 
United States m certam eases. The bili ad been in- 
troduced with leave of the house, and was read twice and 
committed to the committee on the judiciary, and was so 
entered on the journal, This entry was alleges to be 
the entry of a proceeding eentrary to the rules of the 
house, which require that bills thus introduced by the 
courtesy of the house, should be sent to a committee to 
be prepared, before they could be subjected to legislative 
action. It was moved by Mr. Tuy/or to amend the jour- 
nal; but the motion was negatived bya vote of 101 to 63. 
A subsequent motion was made by Mr. T'aylor, to re- 
seind so much of the proceedings of Friday, as were sub- 
sequent to the asking and obtaining leave to introduce 
the bill referred to, and this motion being successiul, that 

art of the proceedings was rescinded, and the motion of 
Ir. Wright was then referred to the committee on the 
judiciary, with instructions to prepare and report a bill. 

Numerous resolutions and petitions were presented 
this day and referred. Several bills were reported by the 
different committees, among them for the relief of William 
Thompson, William Lloy d, and general Thomas Flour- 
noy. 

Che speaker laid before the house a communication 
from the post-master general, in reply toa resolution on 
the subject of the obstructions of the main route from 
Natchez to New Orlcans, which was reterred to the eom- 
mittee on the post offices and post roads. 

The house then adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 18. The following committees, which 
have been appointed by the house, we have not hereto- 
fore announced: 

On the subject of the sale of lots in the city of Wash- 
ington—Messrs, Brent, Bassett, Wales, Washington, 
‘Tracy. 

On the memorials of various institutions for the in- 
struction of the deaf and dumb—Messrs. Wright, of 
Ohio, Addams, De Graff, Marable, Davenport, Baldwin, 
Barnard. 

Among the petitions presented this day was one from 
the citizens of the town of Columbia, S. C. against an 
increase of the tariff. 

Mr. Whittlesey, from the committee on claims, made 
reports adverse to the claims of William Bishop, Lewis 
B. Willis, Madame De Piernas, and Robert Davis. 

Mr. Strong, from the committee on the territories, to 
which was refered a memorial of the citizens of St. 
Augustine, reported a bill to secure to certain inhabitants 
in the territory of Florida, the mght of voting at elee- 
tions, and to alter the time of holding the sessions of the 
legislative council of Florida. 

Mr. Strong expressed a wish that the house would 
consent that this bill should be ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, andl accompanied this request by a 
few remarks explanatory of the nature and object of the 
bill; which was a copy of one reported by the same com- 
roittee at the last session, but lost in the senate, for want 
of time to consider it. Ithad two objects only:one was 
to.allow eertain persons, who had been residents of Flo: 
rida at the time of the cession of that territory by Spain 
tothe United States, to vote at the eleetions, of which 
privilege they had beev deprived by an act of the legis- 
lative couneil of the territory, which the council had 
thought themselves authorized and competent to pass, 
The committee deemed this class of inhabitants to be as 
much entitled to the elective franchise,as others who exer- 
cised that privilege, and he doubted not that the honse 
would agree with the committee in opinion. ‘The other 
cbject of the bill was to change the time of the meeting 
of the council, from October to December. He knew of 


Mr. Wickliffe, from the eommittee on the judiciary, 
made the following report: 

By the resolution of this house, passed on the 11th 

instant, the committee on the judiciary were instructed 
to “inquire wheilier any further provisions by law be ne- 
cessary to carry into effect the 9th article of the trea 
concluded on the 22d February, 1819, between his Catholic 
majesty and the United States; and further to imquire in- 
to the propriety of extending the provisions of the act of 
the 3d of March, 1823, so as to embrace'the losses occa- 
sioned by the invasions of Florida, in 1812 and 1814. 
They have performed that duty, and are of the opmion, 
that no ‘urther legislation is necessary to carry into effect 
the 9th article of said treaty; and that it is inexpedient to 
extend the provision of the act of the 3d March, 1823, 
so as toembrace the losses oceasioned by the invasion of 
Florida in 1812 and 1814. In this opinion the commit- 
tee derive great confidence from the reasoning contain- 
ed in the report (made on the 16th March, 1826, No. 112) 
from the committee on foreign affairs, to whom this sab- 
ject, by the order of the house, at the Ist session of the 
19th congress, was referred, to which report they beg 
leave to refer. ‘Therefore, 
Resvlved, That the committee on the judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the said reso- 
lution, and that the persons interested have leave to with- 
draw their papers and vouchers. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. Floyd, trom the committee appointed on the sub- 
ject, reported a bill to authorize the occupation of the 
Oregon [Columbia] river; which was twice read, and 
committed to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, of Geo. it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the committee on Indian affairs be df- 
rected to inquire into the expediencytot providing by law 
to carry into full effect the fourth article of the treaty of 
the 8th of January, 1821, between the United States and 
the Creek Indians, so far as it relates to the claims of the 
citizens of Georgia against said Induns, for injury done 
prior to the vear 1802. 

Mr. Bartlett submitted the following: 

Resolved, Vhat the cominittee of ways and means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of causing to be 
paid to the commissioners of the navy hospitals, sueh 
;sum as may be due to the navy hospital fund, from the 
‘treasury of the United States. 

Mr. Bartlett accompanied the resolution with some 
explanatory statements—from which it appeared, that, 
in the year 1798, a fund for the erection of marie hos- 
pitals, was raised by means of a deduction from the pa 
ot the officers and men in the naval service. In succeec 
ing years a similar arrangement took place again—and 
the sums thus raised had been paid mto the treasury, 
where they remained until 1811, when the seeretaries of 
the navy, of war, and of the treasury, were created a 
board ot commissioners for the navy hospital tund, and 
made a report to congress on that subject. From a re- 
cent report of the board, it appears that a balance of two 
hundred and sixty-two thousand dollars is still due from 
the treasury to this tund. Congress were called upon, 
at the last session, to avail themselves of this balance for 
the objects intended, but nothing had been done. In the 
mean while, various works had been projected and com- 
menced, and were now in a state which required the ap- 
plication of a further sum for their completion. The 
resolution was thereupon adopted, 

The speaker stated to the house, that, at the first ses- 
sion of the 19th congress, a resolution passed directing 
ten complete sets of Niles? Weekly Register to be pur- 
chased by the clerk, and placed amongst the documents 
of the house for the use of the members. He was in- 
formed by the clerk that this had been done. He had 
also received, from the editor of the Register, a commu- 
nication asking instructions as to furnishing the volumes 
for the present year. Upon examining the resolution, 
the speaker did not consider it sufficiently definite to av- 
thorize him to give an order for the purchase of the ad- 
ditional volumes, without the assent of the house. He 
begged leave, therefore, to present the subject to the 
house, and ask its mstructions. 





no Objections to the bill, and abn pata none existed, 
Che bill was thereupon ordered to its third reading to- 
morrow, without being committed. 


Whereupon, Mr. “ttle offered the following resofn- 
} tion: 
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Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed to 


for the current year. a 

Mr. Bassett observed that this was a subject which 
seemed to require a moment’s reflection; and, that it 
might not be passed upon precipitately, he moved to lay 
the resolution on the table. e withdrew the motion, 
however, at the request of 

Mr. Ingham, who suggested a modification to make 
the resolution embrace only the volumes of the present 
year. It was a book of great use as a reference, and in 
the shape he suggested he would vote for it. 

Mr. Little accepted the amendment, and the resolu- 
tion as modified was agreed to. 

The following resolution offered yesterday by Mr. 
Mitchell, of Ten. was taken up: 


** Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be 





instructed to inquire into the expediency and praetica- 
bility of establishing some mode by which all the In- 
dians east of the Mississippi river may be immediately and | 
gradually removed beyond or west of said river, and a 


sufficiency of land attached to each tribe, and secured | 


Mr. Mc Dufiie offered the following resolutions, on the 
saine subject, which were pomaiited to a committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and ordered to be 


| printed: 


Resolved, That it is expedient that the constitution of 
the United States be so amended as to prevent the elec- 
tion of president and vice president from devolving on 
the respective houses of congress. 

Resolved, ‘That the people of the respective states en- 
titled to vote for the most numerous branch of the legis- 
lature, ought to be invested with the privilege of voting 
directly for the aforesaid officers, each state giving as, 
many electoral votes as will equal the number of sena- 
tors and representatives to which such state may be ev. 
titled in congress. ie 

Resolved, That the constitution ought to be so amend- 
ed as to provide some uniform mode by which the quali- 
fied voters aforesaid, shall give the electoral votes in the 
respective states. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient that the vote should 
be given in the respective states by a general ticket. 

Resctved, That the several states ought to be divided 


to such tribe or tribes, with the sovereignty or right of, into electoral districts for the purpose of voting for pre- 


soil, in the same manner, and to the same extent, that: 


the right of domain is secured to the respective states of | 


sident and vice president. 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draw up 


the union; and there to establish a territorial government; an amendment of the constitution in conformity with the 
over them, of the same kind, and regulated by the same} foregoing resolutions. 


rules, that the territories of the United States are now 
governed; and that, if the said committee cannot devise 


any plan that will be just and magnanimous, on the part’ 


of the United States, to attain that end, that they shall 
then inquire into the right and expediency of extending 
the laws and municipal regulations of the United States, 
and, also, of the several states wherein said Indians re- 
side, over them.’’ 

At the request of Mr. Fort, the resolution offered a 
few days ago by Mr. Lumpkin, on the same subject, was 
read: Whereupon, 

Mr. Mitchell in a brief speech warmly advocated the 
resolution, and was replied to by Mr. Lumpkin, who 
thought his resolution, offered a few days since, embrac- 
ed all necessary objects, and that Mr. Mitchell’s looked 
too far ahead. A few remarks were made by Mr. Liv- 
ingston upon the importance of the subject, when the 


question was taken and the resolution adopted. Ad- 
ourned, 


Wednesday, Dec. 19. After the presentation of pe- 
titions and the reception of reports from committees, 
the following motion, made yesterday by Mr. Bartlett, 
to amend the rules of the house, was taken up, and after 
debate laid on the table: 

“Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, 
or by an order of the house, on the report of the com- 
mittee; and, in either case, a committee to prepare the 
same shall be appomted. In cases of a general nature, 
one day’s notice at least shall be given of the motion to 
bring in a bill; and every such motion may be commit- 
ted.” It was proposed to strike out the preceding, and 
to insert, ‘*No bill shall be introduced except upon the 
report of a committee.” 

On motion of Mr. Vewton, it was 

Resolved, 'That the committee of ways and means be 
direeted to inquire into the expediency of refunding the 
tax laid by congress on domestic spirits by the act of 
July, 1813, to such contractors as were bound to furnish 
supplies of that article to the United States, by contract 
made prior to that date, and which supplies were to be 
delivered to the United States subsequently to the passage 
of the said act, and liable to be affected by the tax or du- 
ty above alluded to. 


Mr. Storrs moved to discharge the eommittee of the 
whole on the state of the union, from the further con- 
sideration of the bill to fix the ratio of representation ac- 
cording tu the census of 18350; which was agreed to, and 
the bill was referred to a select committce of twenty- 
four. 

Mr. Smyth, of Virginia, offered a joint resolution pro- 
posing sundry amendments to the constitution of the U. 
States, relative to the election of president and vice pre- 
sident, which was read twice, committed to a eommittce 
of the whole on the state of the union, and ordered to be 
printed. {We shall insert it hereafter. } 


r. P. P. Barbour gave notice that he should to- 
morrow call,up his resolution relative to the sale of bank 
stock. 

On motion of Mr. Mc Lean, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
general superintendaney of Indian affairs at the seat of the 
general government, to be attached to the war depart- 
ment, and charged with the execution of all business con- 
nected with our Indian relations, under the head of that 
department. 

Several resolutions were offered of minor importance, 
when the speaker gave notice that on to-morrow he should 
commence calling the orders of the day, and should limit 
the time for the offering of resolutions to ore hour. 

The house then adjourned, 

Committee on the public buildings, ordered yesterday, 
viz: Messrs. Van Rensselaer, Everett, Garrow, Talia- 
ferro, Fort, Pierson, King. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS—DEC. 20, 

The senate was chiefly occupied in considering a reso- 
lution relative to the public lands, and in discussing the 
bill to abolish imprisonment for debt. 

In the house of representatives a good deal of busi- 
ness was attended to, and the resolution of Mr. P. P. 
Barbour, modified to instruct the committee of ways 
and means to éngwire into theeapediency of providing for 
the sale of the bank stock, was discussed, by the mover, 
and Messrs. WMeDufie and Draylon—the two latter 
against it. The house adjourned without any decision, 
The debate was an able one, and an appeal to the reason 
of the house. [t may last several days. 

We have not time, or room, for a further notice of the 
| proceedings, at present. 
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ITEMS. 

Virginia. A bill to call a cofvention to revise the 
constitution, has passed the house of delegates 114 to 
89—an unlooked-for majority, and holding out the hope 
of better days. The bill has yet to pass the senate. 
Hitherto it has see-sawed between the two houses, as il 
to amuse a majority of the voters of Virginia. Mr. 
Giles has been re-elected governor without regular op- 
position—tfor him 142, scattering 57 votes. 

Canada, The parliament of Lower Canada, refusing 
to eleet any other speaker than Mr. Papineau, has been 
prorogued by the governor. A deputation from the as- 
sembly was to proceed to England, to prefer complaints 








speaking of the proceedings of the house says, they “show 
that there are men among them prepared to go all 
lengths. ”’ 
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